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I have been asked on several occasions to of any kind for our general meetings. In the 


write a paper for this Association and T have 
always succeeded in avoiding doing so, not 
because I do not believe in such papers. 1 think 
the only way our profession will make progress 
is by hearing and discussing the ideas, the 
successes and the failures of the other members 
of the profession. Insufficient attention has 
been paid in the past to the importance of such 
papers and | believe a special committee should 
be formed to seleet subjects for them. 

My membership of this Association extends 
over the past 14 vears and during that time I 
can safely say TI have heard only three or four 
papers that were of practical importance to the 
ordinary practitioner in his every-day work. 
We have had several papers on milk, meat, ete. ; 
all of them most important, but at the same 
time I feel that there are other duties with 
which the practitioner must Keep in constant 
touch if he hopes to succeed. T notice also, 
when reading the Veterinary Record, the obvious 
absence at the different meetings in England, 
Scotland and Wales of papers which, in’ my 
opinion, are of paraniount importance to the 
practitioner, and this was most noticeable at 
the Veterinary Congress held at Scarborough 
last September, when there were only two 
papers which the ordinary practitioner would 
go out of his way to hear. One was “ Hysteria 


in Dogs” and the’ other, “A General 
Consideration of the Disease Conditions 
mentioned in the Horse Breeding Acts.’ All the 


other papers were of little importance to the 
practitioner, and I believe that he constitutes 
roughly about 70 per cent. of the veterinary 
profession, do not wish to be misunder- 
stood. As have said before, 
other papers are most important, but practi- 
tioners have complained to me several 
oceasions about the type of papers read 
at the meetings, and To must say in 
ubsolute agreement with them, but T have tried 
to explain to them that they cannot rest the 
blame on anybody but themselves. I know how 
difficult it is for the Secretary to get a paper 
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future [ hope that some of our practitioners will 
read ous practical paper, one that will 
encourage the other practitioners to attend. It 
is for this reason that I have selected a paper 
on“ The Examination of Horses for Soundness,” 
and T hope it will oecasion 2 good discussion, 
because IT believe that this examination of horses 
should be carried out in a thorough manner, as 
“trelessness in such examination, in my opinion, 
has done much damage to the prestige of the 
profession, 

Mistakes sometimes occur if one is asked to 
examine an animal for a client who states that 
he would like you to look over the animal as a 


matter of form. Such a client may have some 
ulterior motive in asking you to “go easy” 


with the horse. Ife may be buying for someone 
else or may, perhaps, be getting a hand-over 
from the seller. T would suggest that a certifi- 
cate in this case should be issued only as far 
as one has gone, 

1 have found the following procedure the 
best way to satisfy yourself and your client 
that the horse is what you represent him to be 
in your certificate. To am not going to go into 
detail, as it would take much too long, so that 
vou will understand if T should miss any points. 
Select a fine day, if possible, to examine the 
horse. The horse is first watched loose in his 
box for stable vices for a few minutes. 
Symptoms of stringhalt, shivering, ricked back, 
be noticed here. Next have the horse 
led out and walked abéut 30 yards and back 
again; then jog him about the same distance 
each way? slowly, leaving the animal’s head 
loose. Look out for lameness, ricked back, 
stringhalt, shivers, ete. Allow the horse to stand 
and view him from the near sfde, standing 
about ten feet away from the animal; the groom 
stands in front holding a rein in each hand, 
with the horse level on his legs. Inspection of 
the side of the horse’s face, ears, neck, withers, 
fore-arms, knees, tendons, fetlocks, pasterns and 
foot, is followed by a look at the side of his 
ribs, with special regard to symptoms of 
respiratory diseases. Next examine loins, angle 
of haunch, stifle, side and back of hock and so 
on as in the fore-limb. Take a mental note of 
everything that may arouse your suspicions, 
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Now, standing behind the horse, notice the hips 
—see that they are level—and inspect the 
quarters, inside of hock and so on to the foot. 
Ibo the same on the off side. Next stand in 
front of the horse. Look at his face, notice his 
eyes. Look down the front of the fore-limb, 
especially the knees, fetlocks and feet. Compare 
both fore feet. Now come closer to the horse, 
the groom standing at the near side. Glance 
between the fore-limbs at the inside of both 
hocks. Look for wasted shoulders. Observe the 
hips, standing close to the horse’s shoulder at 
either side. Now go to the near side of the 
horse. Having examined his mouth for age, 
dental defects, etc., inspect the near side of his 
face. Examine for discharges from the nose 
and ears, abscess formation of the jaws, poll- 
evil, roaring operation, ete. Next examine his 
neck to the shoulder. 

Now proceed to inspect the withers and run 
your hand over the animal’s limbs in the usual 
professional manner; first, over the front of 
the limb with the right hand, standing in the 
same direction as the horse and close to him. 
Now turn around and deal with the back of 
the limb to the ground. Take up the fore-limb. 
Kixamine for sprained tendons or ligaments, 
sidebones, contracted feet, ete., with the right 
hand, holding the limb with the left at the 
fetlock. Pare out the foot for corns, ete. Next 
hand the limb to a groom while you proceed to 
examine the withers, back and loins, between 
the first finger and thumb of the left hand. 
Palpate the point of hip, stifle and inguinal 
region with the right hand, your left hand still 
on the animal’s loins. Now face in the same 
direction as the horse. Examine the front of 
the limb as in the fore-leg. Next turn round 
and examine the back of the hock, tendons, etce., 
with the left hand. Catch the limb a little above 
the fetlock; pull it forward gently, when most 
horses will lift the leg off the ground to let 
you examine the foot and test for shivering. 
Now examine the dock, Next proceed in the 
same way at the off side of the animal. 

Examination for wind follows. With ,un- 
broken horses I use a cavesson of my own 
devising, with a very strong rope, This cavesson 
has two straps on either side, underneath the 
jaw: I do not use a throat strap, to avoid 
interference with the respirations, as I have 
known sound horses to be cast, due to an error 
of this kind. Select a good man at the end of 
your rope and proceed to gallop your horse, 
preferably in a well-sheltered corner of a field 
and away from the rustling of trees and other 
noises. Start the animal slowly and _ then 
increase the speed until you hear the inspira- 
tory and expiratory sounds clearly, which in an 
unfit animal takes about seven to eight minutes. 
The horse is then brought to a halt in the 
centre of the ring. Next allow the animal to go 
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the reverse way for about the same time, but 
be very careful not to over-gallop an unfit horse 
as he may be sound when you examine him and 
a whistler a week later as a result of strain of 
the laryngeal nerves. 

With riding horses, hunters, racehorses, etc., 
I have them galloped both ways in a small 
circle until I am satisfied and then they are 
galloped around the field, passing me at least 
twice at a fast pace. I then walk by the side 
of the horse, holding the bridle and listening 
for abnormal respiratory sounds. 

Examine the inside of the nostrils for 
haemorrhage, also examine the heart. Notice 
the gait of the animal for symptoms of 
thrombosis. With racehorses, especially two- 
and three-year-olds, I usually take a much 
bigger circle, owing to the danger of their 
*“ slipping up.” 

Allow the animal to stand in its box and after 
removing the saddle and bridle close the top 
door and watch for stable vices, such as weavy- 
ing, ete. After resting for 15 minutes test the 
horse for lameness, stringhalt, ricked back and 
shivering. Next examine the animal’s eyes in a 
dark box. Allow about five minutes for the 
pupils to dilate. I use a spot-lamp, a taper, a 
match or a candle. I again examine the heart, 
after it has slowed down. Then grunt the 
animal and do not forget to ask the owner if it 
is free from stable vices. Get the animal’s 
name, breeding, its age and markings and issue 
a certificate according to your observations. 

If at any time during the examination of the 
animal you should find any condition which 
would prevent you from giving a sound certifi- 
cate you should immediately cease to proceed 
further with your examination until you have 
notified the person for whom you are acting. 
Your certificate should be written in ink, either 
in a specially worded certificate book with a 
duplicate, or typed or written in ink on the 
veterinary surgeon’s own notepaper. 

I do not blame the veterinary surgeon who 
misses, let us say, a very slight whistler or a 
grunter, especially horses the property of 
dealers, because a dealer is continually grunt- 
ing his horse to try and have him accustomed 
to the stick when tested by the veterinary 
surgeon. I have found the best way to grunt 
a horse is in his box, held loosely by the groom. 
I strike him under the sternum and quickly 
again on the back under the saddle, and if he 
is a grunter he will give it to you then. 

I expect most of you are wondering if I am 
going to say anything as to when a horse is 
sound or unsound. I have intentionally avoided 
doing so, as I believe that is a matter for the 
individual veterinary surgeon. I would like 
again to impress upon our profession the impor- 
tance of this branch of our work, and that if 
we are not more careful in our examinations 
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and the certificates we issue, the latter will not 
be considered worth the paper on which they 
are written. 


Discussion 

Professor O'Connor, in opening the discussion, 
thanked Mr. O'Leary for providing a paper on 
a subject of such importance to the veterinary 
practitioner as the examination of horses for 
soundness. It was a difficult) subject, which 
could not be discussed too often by practising 
veterinary surgeons for the purpose of exchang- 
ing their views and relating their experiences. 
To be competent in the examination of horses 
for defects the veterinarian must be absolutely 
familiar with the normal structure and functions 
of the various parts of the body; otherwise he 
was apt to mistake the normal for the abnormal. 
Hence the importance of the study of anatomy 
and physiology and the necessity of the veter- 
inary surgeon revising these subjects after he 
was qualified. 

The next important point was the adoption 
of a method of procedure whereby there could 
be no omission of any detail in the examination 
of the horse. He could only refer to the subject 
in a general way: there were many points he 
would like to mention but time would not permit. 
Mr. O’Leary had given a fairly full description 
of the proper method of procedure. He omitted 
a few details, but he had told them he would 
only deal with the subject superficially and left 
it to the members present to raise points for 
discussion. Professor O’Connor mentioned his 
method of examination and referred to several 
details as they occurred to him, including the 
various methods of examining the eye, for 
example, by means of the biconvex lens, or the 
ophthalmoscope by natural light) and by 
artificial light. He spoke of spavin, of the normal 
conformation of the hock and of the presence 
of the grooves between the bones at the seal 
of spavin. He referred to the examination of 
horses for their wind and related his experience 
of having seen remount horses exercised on 
three legs, with one foot trussed up with a 
stirrup leather, for the purpose of testing them 
for their wind. It brought out the noise very 
quickly when they were affected. It 
method that a veterinary surgeon would not like 
to adopt in his private practice, as it was not 
without risk to the horse. He spoke of the 
necessity of exercising special care in the 
examination of genital organs in the horse and 
mare intended for stud purposes, and of a 
special examination of the heart. The speaker 
reminded the audience of the danger of negli- 
gence in the examination of horses for soundness 
and ‘related one instance—a veterinary surgeon 
who was mulcted in damages for the 


price of a horse returned for being a grunter 


was 
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because, although he had given the horse a 
severe trial for his wind and passed him as 
sound, he admitted he had not tried him with 
the stick. 

Mr. M. J. MacCiancy thanked the President 
for bringing such a practical paper for discussion 
before the Association. “The Examination of 
Horses for Soundness” was a subject’ which 
should be of great interest to all the profession. 
Although not now a practitioner he had always 
taken an interest in the examination of hunters 
and thoroughbreds. For five years he had 
personal experience in a well-known horse 
dealer’s establishment, where he had attended 
al the examination of many hunters and race- 
horses. He considered that it took some years 
of experience to attain the necessary confidence 
in one’s opinion. One point on which he 
thought the essayist did not lay sufficient stress, 


was the examination of the eyes with an 
ophthalmoscope. There were numbers of 
‘ataracts slight opacities of the cornea 


which one was likely to overlook unless one 
used that instrument. The late Colonel Ryan 
(Cork) had passed as sound a horse with defec- 
tive vision until he galloped him at a small 
jump. The hunter galloped into it and came 
down, although both eyes appeared to be normal 
in every way. He flicked his fingers in front 
of the eyes, but the animal took no notice of 
it and to all intents and purposes was_ blind 
or very nearly so. He had no ophthalmoscope 
at the time. Perhaps this was case of 
amaurosis from disease of the optic nerve or 
retina. In the case of cataract, which was an 
opacity of the lens, the capsule, or of both, the 
lesion varied in size and often escaped detection, 
but constituted unsoundness in every stage of 
the disease. In the case of corneal opacity, Mr. 
MacClancy considered that if situated in’ the 
centre of the cornea it was a very dangerous. 
condition, whereas if situated off the line’ of 
vision it would not interfere with the usefulness 
of the animal. “ Coarse hocks” was a term of 
which he would not approve, as he thought it 
would be misleading and should be left out of 
a certificate. Bone spavin had been held to be 
an unsoundness, although the animal might not 
be lame. Many good racehorses and hunters, 
however, had spavins which in no way impeded 
their action or inconvenienced them. Splints 
did not amount in every case to unsoundness, 
but only when they caused, or by their size. 
form or position, were likely to cause, lameness. 
A “nerved” horse was of course unsound, but 
the condition might be overlooked in examina- 
tion. With regard to thé examination of a horse 
for his wind, the characteristic noises — of 
whistling and roaring varied considerably, also 
the grunt. Some roarers and whistlers might 
not grunt, and some grunters might not roar or 
whistle. Nevertheless, grunters and whistlers 
often became bad roarers, although grunting, 
in itself, was not an — unsoundness. Mr. 
MacClaney again thanked Mr. O'Leary for his 
most interesting and instructive paper and for 
the very practical way he had approached a 
difficult subiect. 

Mr. P. F. Dotan complimented the President on 
his paper, especially on account of its import- 
enee and interesting aspects. In consequence of 
the injury that might be caused to an eye by 
the use of a cavesson, during the galloping of 
a horse in a ring, he asked for further details 
of the special cavesson referred to by the 
President. He asked for more information on 
the early or initial symptoms of shivering. In 
the discussion on grunting that condition was 

B 
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associated with respiratory abnormalities such 
as roaring or whistling. Was there not evidence 
to show that grunting was also associated with 
such a nervous condition as shivering? 

Mr. P. A. McCorry congratulated the President 
on the choice of the paper and its title, because 
it left the door widely open for discussion 
inasmuch as it embraced the examination of all 
kinds of horses, whatever work they were 
intended to perform. The remarks stressed the 
importance of system and, above all, careful 
inspection. Mr. MeCorry went on to say that 
if a defect was not seen, very likely it would 
not be discovered in further examination by 
manipulation. “If | were buying light horses 
for myself,” he said, “| would not put a hand 
on them and after inspection I would go on to 
examine for age, wind and eyes and lastly, action 
and heart. The testing of horses’ wind immedi- 
ately after running on grass is not satisfactory. 
It has been found time and again that horses 
which were definitely sound when at work, on 
their immediate return from grass, when 
galloped, may whistle. Such cases when used 
to stable conditions and put to exercise and 
work, are quite likely, in a short time, to_be 
found right, when re-examined for wind. The 
life of a horse on grass, that has formerly 
worked, is not likely to be conducive to good 
timing of the heart and lungs. Many sound 
remarks on the question of grunting have been 
made during the discussion. According to 

resent knowledge on the subject, grunting must 
ye tested for and if found should be mentioned. 
It has been said, and one finds it to be quite 
correct, that many horses which grunt to the 
stick, or when taken by surprise in other ways, 
do not make any noise when cantered and 
galloped at a fast pace, and that the reverse 
occurs in a non-grunter.” The speaker said that 
had been his own experience. The late Professor 
Macqueen, who was very keen on settling this 
question, in his doctrine wished to convey to the 

rofession that other items in wind being satis- 

inebers. grunting should not be considered an 
unsoundness and, in a dispute, that proposal 
would be untenable in law. The President had 
omitted to give a definition of grunting and, in 
the case of a dispute about to be settled in a 
court of law, the question of defining grunting 
might be popped to any of them. Whatever 
definition was offered, even with variation, must 
at least be intelligible, if the veterinary surgeon 
was to help the court. He would attempt to 
define it as “a sound induced by a_ sudden 
inspiration, followed by a forced expiration in 
which the abdominal muscles and diaphragm are 
unduly brought into play.” One met with quite 
unusual conditions, in the course of soundness 
examinations. Quite recently he examined an 
untrained, half-bred filly rising three. When she 
was lined up for inspection, he noticed the 
tail to be damp (the point of the hocks also), 
and glazy looking. The owner, when asked if 
he could account for the soiling, said he believed 
the animal was in season. Going on with the 
examination he found that the animal, when 
jogged the first few yards, splashed urine. — It 
was a case of incontinence of urine, probably 
nervous in origin, but purchase could not be 
recommended. On this subject, if one were in 
»ractice for 50 years, the same keenness must 
xe displayed on the last days as in the beginning 
when one set out, perhaps knowing little. He 
appreciated the discussion and the relation by 
other speakers of their experiences, 

Mr. A. A, DonNELLY observed that the subject 
before them was, one solely for the 
practitioner. It was a branch of their work 


which was most entertaining in addition to being 


remunerative. No other professional work 
demanded such acute observation. client 
might intend spending a considerable sum _ in 


the purchase of a horse, hunter or racehorse, 
and in the time at their disposal for the examina- 
tion they had to use their senses to the fullest 
extent lo form sound judgment. He agreed with 
Professor O'Connor that a good knowledge of 
anatomy was essential and while the writer of 
the paper mentioned the procedure he adopted 
in his examination of a horse, which procedure 
was excellent, he did not think it mattered if 
one varied it a little as long as the main point 
was absolute thoroughness in all details of 
examination. Opinions as regards soundness 
might vary and what the younger practitioner 
might look on as a serious defect the older and 
more experienced man might consider of little 
importance, but any and all defects should be 
mentioned in one’s certificate. These opinions 
must be given, whether detrimental or not to 
the usefulness of a horse. He advised the young 
practitioner to remain in close proximity to the 
animal until the examination was finished. The 
ophthalmoscope, he thought, might be in more 
general use in examinations for soundness. 

Mr. J. J. Connon deseribed the subject as one 
of paramount importance to practitioners and 
the veterinary profession in general. A definite 
method of procedure was outlined in the paper, 
and if this procedure were carried out in a 
proper manner a good impression could be made 
on both the owner and the purchaser and, last 
but by no means least, on the groom in charge. 
It inspired confidence. He referred to slip-shod 
methods ar in the examination of horses 
at provincial horse shows, and the examination 
for insurance companies. He deprecated these 
methods as casting a very grave aspersion on 
the integrity and efficiency, not alone of the 
delinquent, but of the profession as a whole. In 
the examination of eyes for soundness, apart 
from various methods enumerated, he mentioned 
the value of strong sunlight. He referred to 
cases where horses had been doped previous 


to examination and some examples to 
Show the necessity for pin-pricking legs to 
discover if neurectomy had been performed. Mr. 


Condon emphasised the necessity, whenever 
possible, of riding a horse oneself and stated 
many reasons in support—-for example, a horse 
whistling while jogging, or in his slow paces—a 
condition that would ‘asily escape the observa- 
tion of the most painstaking veterinary surgeon, 
unless he actually rode the horse himself, 
Messrs. L. M. Magee, J. S. MacCann and W. E. 
MacDonald also contributed to the discussion. 


THe REPLY 

The PRESIDENT, in reply, said: “I would like 
to thank you for the way you have received 
my paper and to thank especially the members 
who took part in the discussion. [ consider 
myself lucky to be let off so easily, as I expected 
to be asked some very awkward = questions. 
However, | shaJl do my best to reply as briefly 
as possible to those I have been asked as it is 
getting late and we have other business on hand. 

“Professor O'Connor covered practically the 
same ground as | did in my paper and expressed 
surprise that I did not give a_ definition of 
soundness. I did not think it necessary to do so. 
I agree with Professor O’Connor that to examine 
a horse thoroughly one must have a good know- 


ledge of anatomy and must know a_ normal 
animal, and as a matter of fact a_ veter- 
inary surgeon must know a normal animal 
in every branch of his work. have 
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said in my paper | have intentionally avoided 
going into detail, because if I did we could keep 
talking on this question of soundness in horses 
for hours and, secondly, as my main object in 
bringing this paper forward was to try and 
impress on our members how careful they should 
be in their procedure and method of examina- 
lion and also in the writing and wording of 
their certificates. Professor O’Connor has men- 
lioned a way of testing horses for their wind 
by tying up a leg. I do not agree with this 
and consider it most dangerous, In the examina- 
tion of eyes [| have used the ophthalmoscope 
and [| must say | have got best results from the 
method | have described. I omitted to state in 
my paper that after | have examined the eyes, 
as described, in the dark I examine them at the 
door of the box in the daylight, and I always 
run the palm of my hand in front of the eves 
slowly to make sure that the animal does not 
suffer from the condition described by Mr. 
MacClancy, a condition which veterinary sur- 
geons have seen so often in cattle at the North 


Wall. I must say have never this 
condition in horses, 
think Mr. Donnelly misinterpreted my 


remarks about the importance of the papers on 
milk and meat, etc. I[ agree that some of the 
dealers will pick on their own veterinary 
surgeons to examine their horses, especially the 
doubtful ones. I do not suggest for one moment 
that my way of examining a horse should_ be 
followed—I have merely given you my method 
for what it is worth. I agree with Mr. Donnelly 
that the pupils are dilated after the animal has 
been galloped for its wind, when the eyes may 
be examined. But for thorough examination one 
should, I think, resort to the dark box. Slight 
cases of shivering may easily be missed and no 
matter how careful we are, we are sure to make 
mistakes. In some cases, as Mr. Donnelly has 
stated, the veterinary surgeon is much too severe 
in his examination. I believe in always giving 
the animal the benefit of the doubt. In reply 
to Mr. Donnelly’s question, if T would pass a 
horse which | had been told had been operated 
on for roaring, but on which I could not find 
the sear and the animal was sound in its wind, 
I must say that I most certainly would. I agree 
with Mr. Donnelly that once you start) your 
examination you should not leave the animal 
until you have finished. 

“TI think Mr. Magee’s description of grunting 
is very good, but I do not agree with him that 
all grunters are whistlers or roarers, as I know 
several horses that grunt to the stick and are 
sound in wind. The exostosis on the outside of 
the pastern, described by Mr. Magee, is not in 
my opinion an unsoundness, and as a matter of 
fact | purchased a horse for myself a week 
ago with such enlargements on the inside and 
outside of both hind pasterns. Broken knees are 
not in my opinion an unsoundness, unless such 
injury will interfere with the usefulness of the 
animal. The tapping of horses, described by 
Mr. Magee, especially for spavins, curbs, ete., 
is an old trick of the dealers, but [ think if 
your sense of touch is well developed you should 
not be deceived. [ would refer Mr. Magee to 
my paper where [ stated [ would rest the horse 
for at least 15 minutes after galloping. My only 
explanation of the horse described by Mr. Magee 
as unsound when examined in a cavesson and 
sound a week later when ridden, is that the 
‘avesson might have been pulling on the side of 
the larynx, or the animal was unfit when first 
examined. At the last sales at Messrs. Goff’s, 
a horse which [ had examined the previous day 
vas sold on my sound certificate and when 
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re-examined was cast as a whistler. A referee 
was called and he stated, in my presence, that 
there was no necessity for him to re-examine the 
horse as he happened to be standing at the 
side of the ring and heard the horse’ whistle. 
The animal was re-examined, my request, 
and this time my cavesson was used. The 
animal was galloped practically to a standstill 
and the referee had to certify the animal sound. 
The cause of the animal whistling, in the first 
case, Was in my opinion, the use of a head- 
collar instead of the cavesson as in the second 


‘ase. could not, think, improve on Mr. 

McCorry’s definition of grunting. 
“Mr. Dolan has asked me to describe the 


type of cavesson used by me. It is the ordinary 
type, but IT do not use a throat strap. IT have 
iwo straps, holding the cavesson in position, tied 
underneath the horizontal ramus. To prevent 
the cheek of the cavesson damaging the eye on 
the opposile side to which you are ringing the 
horse, one of the straps may be put inside the 
cheek strap and over it again, and then tied 
underneath the jaw. This will cause the cheek 
strap to turn outwards away from the eye. Mr. 
Dolan appears to have some difficully in detecting 
shivering, and so have we all in slight) cases, 
bul in advanced cases, by taking up the hind 
leg and pulling it up, bending the hock, then 
lelling go the fimb, the animal will hold it) in 
that position for a few seconds and will appear 
to be unable or afraid to put it to the ground. 


If the animal is set. back it will have some 
difficulty in doing so and you wifl notice a 
nervous twitch of the tail. Another test is 


walking on boards or giving the animal a drink 
of water out of a bucket, 

“T listened to Professor Mitchells paper al 
Searborough, to which Mr. Dolan has referred, 
and if Professor Mitchell is right, which T doubt, 
there is only one disease affecting bones and 
joints in the horse, and that is termed rheumatic 
uisease, 

“T agree with Mr. MacCann that) sometimes 
the wrong type of man enters the profession, 
He does so only as a means of livelihood, with 
no love or previous knowledge of animals. As 
regards rough hocks, my certificate will depend 
entirely on the appearance of the hocks, 
especially when handled, also the age of the 
animal and the way the hocks are used. 

“The heart of the horse, as deseribed by 
Mr. MacCann, was undoubtedly wrong and I 
think that, in the past, insufficient attention has 
been paid to this organ, especially with 
‘acehorses and hunters. do not think that 
sidebenes are of such importance in’ heavy 
draught horses as in the other types, provided 
the animal has otherwise a good wide foot. 

“1 do not dispute Mr. MacClancy’s statement 
that he has seen good racehorses with spavins, 
coarse hocks, curbs, ete., but when a veterinary 
surgeon is asked to examine such an animal, these 
should be mentioned in his certificate. Sore shins, 
a condition usually seen in racehorses, especially 
in two- to. three-year-olds which have been 
galloped on hard ground is undoubtedly an 
unsoundness as the animal is lame, but it will 
come right with treatment. ; 

“T agree with Mr. Condon that occasionally 
there may be carelessness in the examination 
of horses at the provincial shows. This, I 
believe, is due to the facts that, firstly, there 
are too many animals to be examined in a short 
space of time by_ the. officiating veterinary 
surgeon and, secondly, that there is no fee for 
the work. This state of affairs should not be 
allowed to continue and proper facilities for 
the thorough examination of such animals should 
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be insisted upon by the profession. Undoubtedly, 
one should be careful in the examination of 
horses for neurectomy, cocaining for lameness, 


emphysema of the lungs. Horses that whistle 


in their slow paces, should be galloped out and 
if sound the purchaser should be informed. In 
reply to Mr. Condon, | believe that an animal 
can be returned within 48 hours after purchase, 
i found to be suffering from hidden vices. 

“Mr. MeDonald’s tip of riding a horse, under 
the spreading chestnul, should be well worth 
a trial, I do not agree with him that the owner 
should not be intormed of the time of your 
examination, as many owners will not allow 
the veterinary surgeon to examine the animal 
without being present themselves. I have heard 
it said that there is such a condition as_ inter- 
mittent whistling, but | must say that I have 
never met with it.” 


LIVESTOCK INDUSTRY BILL 
CENTRAL SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

The matters for which provision may be made 
in the schemes for selling experimental 
central slaughterhouses.— which may not exceed 
three in number -were discussed further by the 
Standing Committee of the House of Commons 
which is considering the Livestock Industry Bill. 

Mr. W. S. Morrison, Minister of Agriculture, 
moved an amendment to Clause 24 to provide 
that “the person carrying on the central 
slaughterhouse,” and not the Livestock Commis- 
sion, should be required to pay compensation 
to those suffering loss or damage through the 
closing of other slaughterhouses within an area 
affected by slaughterhouse scheme. The 
Minister explained that the original intention was 
that the Commission should pay compensation 
from money raised by a levy surviving 
slaughterhouses in the area. This was thought 
to be analogous to the method by which 
compensation through Jevies on owners of sur- 
viving livestock markets was to paid to 
owners of markets closed under a_ Livestock 
Markets Order. 

But it had been found that this supposed 
analogy was ill-founded, because the central 
slaughterhouse would be the chief beneficiary 
from the operation of a slaughterhouse scheme 
and the closing of other slaughterhouses in the 
area. The remaining slaughterhouses in an ayea 
would be under the control of the Commission, 
and although they might benefit temporarily they 
would not be permanently benefited in the same 
way as surviving livestock markets would be 
after redundant markets were closed. The power 
of the Commission to close or restrict slaughter- 
houses within an area was limited to the extent 
that they could only close or restrict them to 
provide an economic throughput for the central 
slaughterhouse. On reflection it appeared to him 
that the central slaughterhouse itself and not the 
Commission should pay what compensation was 
necessary. 

The amendment was agreed to, 

The Minister moved a later amendment, which 
was also agreed to, to provide that expenses 
incurred by the Commission in the promotion 
of a slaughterhouse scheme should be defrayed 
by means of a levy on the person carrying on 
the central slaughterhouse and not by levies on 
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other persons carrying on slaughterhouses in the 
urea. 

Mr. Sexton moved the deletion of a sub-clause 
which permitted provision to be made in a 
slaughterhouse scheme for “enabling any local 
authority having jurisdiction over any part of 
the area to which the scheme applies to 
contribute towards the expenses incurred by the 
Commission for the purposes of the scheme.” 
The mover of the amendment and other members 
objected to any expense being thrown on rate- 
payers in connection with these schemes. 

Mr. WeppERBURN, Under-Secretary for Scotland, 
explained that the intention was merely to 
permit those local authorities which might think 
it beneficial to do so to lend some financial 
co-operation in the promotion of central 
slaughterhouse scheme. 

The motion for the deletion of the sub-clause 
a against the Government by 16 votes 
oO o. 

Mr. Turton and other members, representing 
all parties in the committee, had put down an 
amendment to secure’ that slaughterhouse 
scheme should provide that sheep, ewes, wethers, 
‘ams, and lambs should be instantaneously 
slaughtered, or by stunning be instantaneously 
rendered insensible to pain until death super- 
vened, and that such slaughtering or stunning 
should be effected by means of a mechanically 
operated instrument in proper repair. 

The Chairman ruled this amendment out of 
order, but intimated that the subject could be 
discussed on the motion that Clause 24 stand 
part of the Bill. 

At a later session, after further discussion all 
the remaining clauses dealing with the establish- 
ment of experimental central slaughterhouses 
were agreed to. 


NATIONAL HORSE ASSOCIATION 


The Council of the National Horse Association 
of Great Britain had a very satisfactory report 
for the year 1936 to submit to the annual 
general meeting of members which was held in 
London on Wednesday _ last. Considerable 
progress was made during the year in al 
directions, but in view of the fact that the 
Council now issues a quarterly news sheet, the 
Association’s activities are only mentioned 
briefly in the report. The membership increased 
during the year from 829 to 1,117, the increase 
being due almost entirely to the number of 
private subscribers and firms having risen from 
676 to 960. The members include 17 horse 
socielies——an increase of one on the year; 17 
velerinary societies, the same as the previous 
year, and 49 agricultural societies, a reduction 
of one. The Association has had a busy year 
scrulinising all the Bills that) come before 
Parliament, and making representations on 
behalf of horse breeders, on any Bill that may 
affect their interests. Regret is expressed that 
they have been unable to put a_ stop to the 
importation duty free of cart horses from foreign 
countries; also that there is still no grant for 
heavy horse breeding in Scotland, although 
representations have been made to the authorities 
on the matter. The Association’s income for the 
year 1936 amounted to €983 13s. 9d.. which sum 
exceeded the expenditure by ¢16 14s. 7d. The 
1937 issue of the Horse Owner’s Reference Book, 
published by the Association, is meeting with 
greal success, and the Secretary invites sugges- 
tions from members for the improvement of the 
1938 issue. 
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The Livestock Industry Bill 
and Research 


W" make no apology for drawing the 
attention of our readers again to the 
Livestock Industry Bill, the * committee stage ~ 
of which continues after many weeks. 

The Bill is designed to “ Make provision for 
the development and better organisation of the 
livestock industry industries connected 
therewith; for paying a subsidy to producers of 
fat cattle; for regulating the importation of 
livestock and meat, the holding of livestock 
markets and the slaughtering of livestock ; and 
for purposes connected with the matters 
aforesaid.” 

If it becomes law, and there seems every 
likelihood that it will, it remains to be seen 
how far its main objects will be attained, It 
is well to realise that, fundamentally, this Bill 
nay well be an integral part of a wider scheme 
to make adequate provision for a possible 
future war, 

There are those who contend that the 
producer or feeder who knows his job will be 
penalised in order that the less efficient may 
be provided with some sort of a living which, 
in the normal course of events, he would be 
unable to obtain. There are also those who 
assert that the cattle subsidy is unnecessary. 
They suggest that the removal of the tariff on 
the importation of Irish store cattle would 


_ effect the desired improvement far better than 


the imposition of a subsidy. 

Nothing is easier than to criticise a 
(Government measure which may cause some 
degree of local dissatisfaction, but we must 
remember that this Bill is to apply to the whole 
of England, Scotland and Wales, and that in 
framing its clauses, the livestock industry and 
industries connected therewith had to be taken 
into consideration as these concern the whole 
country. 

The Bill is being examined most critically 
by members of all parties in the committee 
stage, and up to date the proceedings of the 
Standing Committee fill some 454 pages of close 
printing, yet only Clause 16 (out of a total of 
D5 Clauses) has been reached. We may, in 
consequence, rest assured that every aspect of 
a very complicated subject is being scrutinised, 
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pondered and, where necessary, amended, with 
great care. It is surely premature to reach 
conclusions as to its future success or otherwise 
before it is fully formulated. 

It does seem desirable, however, to indicate 
that there may -be some justification for the 
views held by a number of feeders who have 
hitherto depended upon a supply of reasonably 
cheap Lrish stores for fattening, and who see 
within the Clauses of the Bill, and perhaps even 
nore so in the White Paper, * Cattle Subsidy 
(Cmd, 5362)—Provisional Proposals “—a threat 
against the qualification of Irish stores for 
subsidy. ‘The provision that no imported animal 
Inay qualify for subsidy which has not been 
in the United Kingdom for a period of three 
months, need not operate against those who 
depend upon a supply of Irish stores, for there 
must be few real store cattle which can be 
fattened satisfactorily within three months, 

By taking a wider view, we can feel in full 
agreement with the provisions which are 
destined to stimulate breeders to produce better- 
class animals, as outlined in the Bill. We, with 
others, are of the opinion that at present 
England especially is not producing the numbers 
of good quality store cattle of which she is 
potentially capable and a measure intended to 
encourage home-breeding of these is a definitely 
progressive step. 

With those sections of the Bill providing 
machinery to improve the system of livestock 
marketing; the erection, equipment and 
management of not more than three 
experimental central slaughterhouses in areas 
within which other slaughtering facilities will 
be controlled, and especially perhaps with 
schemes for the encouragement of research and 
education which are within the powers of the 
Livestock Commission—with these we feel 
confident every one of our members will fully 
agree, 

In so far as assistance to research and 
education is coneerned, it is at this stage 
difficult to visualise how this aspect will 
develop. There are many interested parties 
involved, and doubtless when the Livestock 
Commissioners are actually appointed and 
functioning they will be faced with the difficult 
task of deciding which research schemes from 
among the many presented are most worthy of 
support. We, as profession, are very 
intimately concerned with every aspect of the 
production of livestock for human food, whether 
it be with respect to actual breeding, feeding. 
or to the inspection of meat and meat products 
subsequent to slaughter, 
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We must also recognise, however, that there 
are other interests which will claim attention. 
The agricultural colleges and institutes, the 
economists (in so far as costs of production of 
meat are concerned), the butchers and others 
interested in processing of meat its 
products, and those concerned with the storage 
of these, will each doubtless request assistance, 
The Bill has as one of its objects assistance 
to the home producer and as a corollary the 
stimulation of production of more meat by 
providing a more economic return to the farmer, 
If one may judge by the views expressed during 
the meetings of the Standing Committee, there 
ure those who fear that unless a considerable 
degree of circumspection is exercised, the very 
class who are intended to benefit—the producers 
of livestock—imay find that the £5,000,000 is so 
whittled away by incidental costs and expenses 
that there is but little left for them, and one 
of the main objects of the Bill may be defeated, 
The responsible authorities, and perhaps in 
particular the Advisory Committees who will 
have to examine schemes suggested, will be 
charged to scrutinise proposals so carefully 
that. as we see it, convincing evidence of the 
needs for expenditure of money on research 
schemes will have to be furnished before grants 
ure made. 

The Bill has still to pass its final reading 
in the Commons, and apparently cannot become 
law until considerably later in the year, If 
we, as a profession, wish to seek assistance 
under its provisions, it would appear that the 
time is now ripe when should closely 
examine wherein our work requires such 
assistance, by research, investigation or 
increased facilities for education, that we may 
be better fitted to carry out our duty to the 
public and to the State, 


Pharmaceutical Specialities (May & Baker, 
Lid.), of Dagenham, inform us that they issue 
under the trade name Planocaine an anaesthe- 
lising agent manufactured by themselves and 
which is identical with the product Scurocaine 
(mentioned in a recent issue of the Veterinary 
Record) manufactured and issued in’ France 
by Société Parisienne dExpansion Chimique, 
Pharmaceutical Specialities also manufacture and 
issue Soneryl Sodium for intravenous injection 
as an anaesthetic. 

We think our readers will be interested to 
learn that these products of British manufacture 
are available in this country; Pharmaceutical 
Specialities will be very pleased to supply 
further information concerning them to any 
veterinary surgeon, 
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CLINICAL COMMUNICATIONS 


Some Observations on the 
Use of ‘‘ Prontosil’’ in 


Canine Practice 


A. WHICHER, M.r.c.v.s., 
and 
LAMBERT SMITH, m.r.c.v.s. 


I3EXHILL-ON-SEA 


The following cases are briefly outlined in 
the hope that they may be of value to those 
members of the profession who are at present 
using this preparation for the treatment of dogs 
and cats. It will be noticed that, with the 
exception of the two cases dealing with eats, 
* Prontosil has been used exclusively for the 
treatment of diseases of the genital organs. 
In all cases the drug was used in the form in 
Which it was originally issued to veterinary 
surgeons, this being a scarlet powder which was 
dissolved in water to form a 245 per cent, solu- 
tion, This was used both for hypodermic 
injection and oral administration. Tn the latter 
case it Was found that the drug was easily 
administered in a little milk. 


Case 1. Subject.—Cross-bred) spaniel bitch, 
age 16 months, weight 25 Ib. This animal had 
to small but persistent uterine prolapse dating 
from the conclusion of oestrus. The bitch was 
in very poor condition and an abdominal opera- 
tion Was considered undesirable. It was decided 
to amputate the prolapsed portion of the organ 
as the condition persisted despite reduction and 
suture of the vulva. There was a slight but 
continuous discharge from the vulva, the dis- 
charge being claret-coloured and at times very 
offensive, 

Treatment.—The operation was carried out 
under local anaesthesia and morphia narcosis. 
The animal took a little warm milk on the 
following imorning and her general condition 
Was satisfactory. There was no sign of dis- 
charge from the vulva. On the second day after 
the operation the discharge returned and the 
patient refused food. Gentle douching failed to 
effect an improvement and on the following 
morning the bitch was practically comatose and 
unable to walk. 5 cc. of the 24 per cent. 
solution of Prontosil was given hypodermic- 
ally and later in the day 2 ¢.c. was administered 
orally. This treatment was repeated for five 
days, during which the discharge gradually 
decreased and ceased on the fourth day. 

The animal was sent home on the tenth day 
following the operation, with instructions to 
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the owner to give 2 cc. of the “ Prontosil ” 
solution twice daily in a little milk for seven 
days. 

Oulcome.—The animal was examined one 


week after being discharged and was normal. 


She was seen again one month later and was in 
good condition and putting on weight. After 
the lapse of a similar period, however, she 
suddenly collapsed and died within a few hours. 
To our great regret a post-mortem examination 
was not possible, in deference to the wishes of 
the owner. 


Case 2. Subject.—Wire-haired terrier bitch, 
age four years, weight 20 Ib. This animal had 
several small but) persistent ulcers on and 
around the vulva and in the vagina. One of the 
ulcers perforated the floor of the vagina and 
discharged externally. The bitch was in fair 
condition when first examined but the vulva 
was swollen and inflamed owing to constant 
licking and rubbing on the ground. 

Treatment. — The affected parts were 
thoroughly bathed and douched with a warm 
antiseptic solution three times daily for a week. 
This had no appreciable effect. The ulcers were 
then curetted and lightly cauterised with silver 
nitrate and some improvement was noticed for 
un few days, after which several fresh lesions 
appeared. 

The douching was then resumed in 
addition 2 «ec. of the 2) per cent. solution of 
* Prontosil * was given twice daily in milk for 
ten days. At the end of this period all the 
ulcers with the exception of the perforating 
one had completely healed and this remaining 
lesion healed a few days later. All treatment 
was then discontinued. 

Outcome.—There has been no recurrence of 
the lesions during the three months which have 
elapsed since treatment was stopped. 


Case 3. Subject.—Great Dane bitch, age 
about two years, weight 75 Ib. This bitch 
developed metritis a few days after whelping. 
When first examined she was in a state of 
collapse and a copious chocolate-coloured  dis- 
charge was exuding from the vulva. 

Treatment.—She was thoroughly douched and 
it Was possible to syphon off a large quantity of 


fluid. 73 «.c. of the 24 per cent. * Prontosil 


was given at once hypodermically and 5 ¢e¢. 
orally later in the day. 

Outcome.—On the’ following morning the 
bitch was brighter and the above treatment was 
repeated. The next day the discharge had 
almost ceased, but unfortunately the animal 
developed pneumonia and died three days later. 


Cask 4. Subject.—Tabby kitten, age four 
months, and suffering from a persistent nasal 
discharge. 
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Treatment.—The nostrils were cleansed every 
three hours and a. little ung. chinosol was 
applied frequently to counteract soreness. 1 cc. 
of the Prontosil solution was given hypoder- 
inically once daily for three days. At the end 
of this time the discharge, which had previously 
been purulent, Was mucous in character) and 
the kitten was breathing more casily. Within 
au few days the discharge had disappeared. 


Outcome.—There was recurrence of 
sylnptoms for two weeks after treatment was 
stopped. At the end of this period the kitten 
contracted “ feline enteritis and died) within 
24 hours. 


Cask 5. Subject—Black kitten, age three 
months, showing typical symptoms of “ feline 
enteritis.” 


Treatment.—1 ce. of Prontesil solution 
Was given livpodermically. 

OQulcome.—After a brief rally, during which 
the animal took food voluntarily, death super- 
vened 48 hours later. 

This is one of several cases, in all of which 
the result was similar to the above. 


ConcLUSION.—It will be seen from = five 
‘ases recorded, that in four of these the drug 
would appear to have exerted a specific curative 
action, whilst in the fifth case it was without 
beneficial effect of any duration. The prepara- 
tion is at present being widely used in the 
treatment of puerperal sepsis and other strepto- 
coceal infections in the human subject, and 
results in this sphere have been so promising 
that it seems reasonable) to assume that 
Prontosil exerts something approaching a 
specific action in these cases. Owing to the 
economic and other limitations of work in con- 
nection with animals, the isolation of the causal 
organism of various types of sepsis is usually 
out of the question for the general practitioner, 
and it can only be surmised that in cases where 
“Prontosil’ has a salutary  effeet the 
Streptococcus haemolyticus the organism 
involved, 

Until a great deal more work has been 
carried out on the use of this preparation it 
would seem somewhat premature to state, as 
did a recent contributor to your cclumns, that 
“Tlere seems to be a promising remedy for 
septicaemias and toxaemias of all kinds.” The 
value of the drug in the treatment of infections 
in which a haemolytic streptococcus is likely to 
be involved, such as septic conditions of the 
genital and respiratory organs, would appear 
to be great. Whether this action will be equally 
valuable in the treatment of mixed infections is 
2 question of the greatest interest. The experi- 
ences of practitioners using the product in these 
cases will be most valuable. - 


= 
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Death following the 
Administration of Paraffin 


(Lamp) Oil 


A. SHENTON, M.R.C.V.s. 
Sr. ALBANS 

Subject.—Shorthorn-type cow, 

History.—The animal was first noticed to be 
tympanitic by the owner in the morning and he 
administered a pint of paraffin oil, followed by 
1 Ib. of magnesium sulphate at mid-day. 


Evamination.—When seen the same afternoon, 
owing to a recurrence of the tympany, the cow's 
rumen was punctured, 

Except for the tympany of the rumen the 
animal appeared to be normal, No medicine was 
administered, but a stimulant drench of 
ummonium carbonate and ammonium aromat. 
was left to be given later. 

The following morning the cow was. still 
inclined to be tympanitiec. Temperature and 
pulse were normal, no defaecation, milk yield 
had dropped and there was no rumination, The 
most striking symptom was vomition. Hay was 
well chewed and stayed down until water was 
taken, and then the whole lot was vomited. 
The longest period for which food was retained 
Was five minutes, 

The cow was seen the same evening owing to 
the owner having accidentally withdrawn the 
cannula. The cow’s temperature had risen to 
102°5°, otherwise her condition was unchanged. 

On the third day the temperature was again 
normal. Water was withheld from the cow and 
thin flour-gruel substituted, but this the cow 
also vomited. 

Later on the third day a probang was passed 
in order to allay the owner's fear of the cow 
choking, and it passed easily, a small quantity 
of water and a considerable quantity of gas 
coming up. 

On the fourth day the cow was not seen, but 
it voluntarily drank about a gallon of thin flour 
and linseed gruel, which was retained. 

The cow died early on the fifth day. 

Diagnosis. —-Acute gastritis and rumenitis 
consequent(?) upon the administration of the 
paraflin oil. In a reply to a letter about the 
case, Professor Wooldridge gave the diagnosis 
of inflammation of the oesophagus. This was 
confirmed at the post-mortem examination, 
which revealed the following :-— 

The first, second and third stomachs were 
normal except for the strong odour of paraffin, 
the fourth stomach showed marked inflamma- 
tion. 

The terminal portion of the oesophagus and 
the surrounding tissues were markedly inflamed, 
und there was considerable necrosis of the 
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ABSTRACTS 


[A Disease of Horses Caused by Feeding 
Mouldy Corn. Scuwarre, L. H., BIester, 
H. E., and Murray, C. (1987.) J. Amer. Vet. 
Med. Ass. 90. 1. 76-85. (7 figs., 4 refs.) ] 

A disease of horses due to the ingestion of 
mouldy corn is described and it was found 
possible to reproduce it in experimental horses 
by feeding the suspected corn. The chief 
symptoms were depression, inco-ordination of 
movements, loss of weight, prostration and 
death after an illness lasting several weeks. 
The characteristic post-mortem changes were 
necrosis, oedema, degeneration and liquefaction 
of the white matter of the cerebral hemispheres, 
hepatitis, congestion of the spleen and degenera- 
tion of the kidney epithelium. No _ infective 
agent could be demonstrated in the brain or 
other organs and the condition differs from 
the specific encephalomyelitis of horses in that 
perivascular cufling is never present. Moreover, 
the former disease is only seen in the late 
summer and autumn, whereas mouldy corn 
poisoning is prevalent during the winter and 
spring. 

J. A, N. 


* * * 


{Oat Hay Poisoning. Newsom, I. E., Srour, 
N., Tuorre, F., C. W., and Grorn, 
A. H. (1937.) J. Amer. Vet. Med. Ass. 90. 1, 
66-75, (3 refs.) ] 

The authors record numerous deaths amongst 
cattle following the consumption of oat hay. 
oxperiments with small laboratory animals 
were negative, but when some of the suspected 
hay was fed to six steers, five became ill and 
three died. The symptoms were similar in each 
case and resembled those seen in the _ field. 
There was irregular breathing, frothing at the 
nostrils, staggering gait, collapse and death 
without struggling. On post-mortem examina- 
tion, the blood was found to be dark but became 
brighter on exposure to air; the’ tracheal 
mucous membrane and that of the abomasum 
were studded with haemorrhages and the con- 
tents of the duodenum were blood-stained, 


mucous membrane. This portion, about 9 in. 
long, was loosely impacted with hay and dis- 
tended to a diameter of about 4 in. 

Since the cow swallowed the paraffin oil and 
shortly afterwards the magnesium sulphate, 
there could have been no obstruction on the 
first day; nor on the third day, when the 
probang was passed, and on the fourth day 
gruel was voluntarily drunk without vomition. 

Was the inflammation of the oesophagus due 
to the paraffin oil or is there some other 
explanation? 


_ 
— 
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The symptoms and post-mortem findings were 
suggestive of hydrocyanic acid poisoning, but it 
was only possible to demonstrate the presence 
of this substance in the rumen of two of the 
animals which died, and various tests failed to 
reveal its presence in the oat hay itself. 

&. A. 


[Two Cases of Infection due to Clostridium 
histolyticum in the Horse, Frank, Eb. R., and 


Scotr, J. P. (1936.) Cornell Vet. 26. 3. 
252-257. 
The authors describe two cases of intense 


oedema of the shoulder region in horses followed 
by extensive sloughing over an area extending 
from half way up the shoulder to half way 
down the fore-arm. The sloughs were associated 
with a penetrating foetid odour. The seat of 
infection in both cases was considered to be a 
pre-existing sitfast. A bacterial study of the 
lesions of both horses resulted in the isolation 
of Clostridium histolyticum, a proteolytic putre- 
factive organism of the gas gangrene group, 


[Studies on Neurotropie Rift Valley Fever 
Virus: The Susceptibility of Sheep and 
Monkeys. Finpiay, G. M., Mackenzie, R. 1)., 
and STERN, Rusy O, (1936.) Brit. J. Exp. Path. 
17. 6. 431-441. (3 tables, 5 charts, 10 refs.) | 
By the intraperitoneal inoculation of the 

neurotropic strain of Rift Valley virus, a tem- 

perature reaction may be produced in lambs, 
but with no consequent illness. Virus is demon- 
strable in the blood. Following the subsequent 
intraperitoneal inoculation of the pantropic 
virus, the blood-serum is found to be highly 
immunised. It is suggested that the above might 
he adopted in the field as a method of immunisa- 


tion. 
©. 


ULSTER’S PIG PROGRESS 


“Northern [Ireland rather proudly claims 
through its Pigs Board that it is now the area 
of the densest pig population in the United 
Kingdom,” states the Farmers’ Weekly. “ The 


number of pigs has risen from 219,867 at June, ° 


1932, to 521,654 at June, 1936, while the figure 
for last January was 559,842. Taking the last 
three years, the pig population of England and 
Wales has increased by 24 per cent., that of 
Scotland by 42 per cent., while the six counties 
of Ulster have seen an increase of 93 per cent. 
The number per 100 acres of crops and grass 
in England and Wales in 1936 was 15°3,_in 
Scotland 5:2, and in Northern Ireland 21:1. The 
Ulster farmers have supported their Marketing 
Scheme well and their Ministry of Agriculture 
has given all possible assistance. The scheme 
has run with comparative smoothness, and it is 
estimated that something like 850,000 pigs will 
be marketed in the present year.” 
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REPORTS 


County 


Council 


REPORT OF THE CHIEF VETERINARY 
OFFICER FOR 1986 
The above report recently issued by Mr. 
Donald Johnston, M.R.c.v.s., D.V.S.M., Covering 
the work carried out during 1936 by the 
recently established County Veterinary Depart- 
ment, shows the activities of the whole-time 
staff during the period June 1st to December 


31st, 1936, and those of the part-time veter- 


inary staff during the whole of the year. 
Routine examination of dairy herds in the 
county was instituted in June, 1986, on the 


appointinent of an Assistant Veterinary Officer, 
The whole-time staff, consisting of the Chief 
Veterinary Officer and his assistant, carries 
out quarterly examinations of all dairy 
herds in the county, and inspections of markets, 
While the part-time staff deals with cases 
reported under the Diseases ef Animals Acts 
and also assists the whole-time officers in herd 
examinations when pressure of work necessi- 
tates such assistance. For purposes of the 
Diseases of Animals Acts the county is divided 
into five veterinary districts, the work arising 
in each of which is allocated to a part-time 
veterinary — officer. For purposes of herd 
examinations the county is divided into two 
areas, in charge of the Chief Veterinary 
Officer and his assistant respectively. 

During the year covered by the Report, the 
county was free from cases of foot-and-mouth 
disease, parasitic mange and sheep scab, the 
only notifiable scheduled diseases encountered 
being anthrax, swine fever bovine 
tuberculosis, 

Of 27 cases of suspected anthrax in cattle 
reported to the Department, two were finally 
confirmed and dealt with as such. Three 
hundred and forty-two suspected outbreaks of 
swine fever were reported in the county but 
only twelve were confirmed. This represents 
a reduction of 17 on the 29 confirmed outbreaks 
cecurring during the previous year. 

In connection with outbreaks .of foot-and- 
mouth disease in other counties the Department 


was called upon to trace 269 cattle and 48 
pigs which had had indirect contact with 


diseased herds, and 58 cattle and 48 pigs were 
placed under isolation but were found healthy 
and, after the requisite interval, were freed 
from. restrictions, 

In connection with the maintenance of free- 
dom from sheep scab of the county's flocks, 
two prescribed dipping periods are in operation 
in Bedfordshire, vis., May 14th to August 31st 
and September Ist to December 31st, 


| 
| 
| 
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Dealing with the work carried out under the 
Tuberculosis Order, Mr. Johnston commences 
by giving an explanatory preamble stating the 
objects and limitations of the Order, and in 
addition to tables showing the uumber = of 
animals slaughtered in varying circumstances 
and under the different classifications, he 
publishes a list of parishes in each sanitary 
district showing the number of tuberculous 
animals dealt with in each, 

During the year 61 suspected cases of tuber- 
culosis were reported by owners but only 30 
of these were confirmed and dealt with, the 
remainder proving to be cases of Johne's 
disease. Two cases were detected by the five 
part-time veterinary officers, while during the 
period June Sth to December 31st, 1936, 39 
euses were detected during routine herd 
examinations by the two whole-time veterinary 
officers, 

Of the total of 71 animals dealt 
with under the Order, 13 were cases of 
tuberculosis of the udder, seven of  tuber- 
culous emaciation and 51 of tuberculosis with 
chronic cough, Post-mortem examination showed 
that of the 13 udder cases, nine were advanced 
and four not-advanced; of the seven emaciation 
causes, Six were advanced and one not-advanced ; 
and of the 51 chronic cough cases, 41 were 
advanced and ten not-advanced. Of the total 
71 animals dealt with, 56 (78°87 per cent.) 
were advanced and 15 (21:13 per cent.) were 
not-advanced cases. Salvage amounted to £36 
~-an average of 10s. 2d. per carcase, 

In connection with the Warble Fly (Dressing 
of Cattle) Order of 1936, 245 herds were 
examined and 59 of these herds were found to 
be affected with the warble-fly maggot. Of 
these, 20 herds had received no treatment at 
all by June Sth when the examinations com- 
menced but no indication is given in the Report 
as to the action taken in these cases, 

Inspection of 17,210 animals exposed for sale 
at the three chief markets in the county area 
was carried out by the County Veterinary 
Staff. No mention is made of any diseased 
animals being found at these inspections, — , 

Part 2 of the Report then goes on to deal 
with the work carried out under the Milk and 
Dairies Acts and Orders. Only two notifications 
were received under Section 4 of the Milk and 
Dairies (Consolidation) Act, 1915, to the effect 
that living tubercle bacilli had been found in 
milk produced in the county and sampled by 
consuming authorities. In both cases, a cow 
affected with tuberculosis of the udder had 
been dealt with on the farm concerned during 
the interval between the date of the infected 
sample and that of the receipt of the notifica- 
tion, and control samples from each herd 
proved negative on biological examination, 

The Report states that there are in Bedford- 
shire 651 registered dairy herds comprising 
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8,779 cows and these are examined quarterly 
under Part 4+ of the Milk and Dairies Order, 
1936. 

During the period June Sth to December 31st, 
1936, 1,596 visits were paid to farms for the 
purpose of making examinations of the herds 
and 19,807 animals were examined. These 
examinations resulted in the detection of ten 
cases of tuberculosis of the udder, two of 
tuberculous emaciation and 27 cases of Chronic 
tuberculous cough, in addition to which 308 
cases of other diseases (mastitis,  ete.), 
detrimental to the purity of the milk supply 
were encountered, 

Microscopical examination of 203 milk 
samples was carried out and eight samples 
showed the presence of tubercle bacilli. Of 17 
milk samples submitted to biological examina- 
tion only one proved positive. Twenty-five 
sputum samples were examined (microscopic- 
ally) and eight showed the presence of tubercle 
bacilli. 

Producers of designated milks in the county 
at the end of the year included nine producers 
of * Tuberculin Tested” and 76 producers of 
* Accredited milk. The clinical examinations 
of these herds are included in the routine 
quarterly examinations of all registered herds 
in the county. <A table is published in the 
Report) showing the distribution of these 
producers over the sanitary districts of the 
county, 

In connection with the Milk in Schools Scheme, 
46 herds in the county supply milk to schools 
but only 15 of these herds are Accredited. 

It does not appear that the practice of 
checking-up clinical veterinary examinations by 
biological examination of herd samples of milk 
has been adopted in Bedfordshire—not even in 
the case of herds supplying milk to schools, 
In view of the fact that there are only 651 
registered herds in the county, it is suggested 
that such “ post-clinical ” herd samples of milk 
might be examined, with gratifying results to 
the efliciency of the Veterinary Department and 
not unreasonable expense to the County 
Authority. 


Punjab 


REPORT OF THE CIVIL VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT, 1935-36* 
|T. F. Quirke | 


This report of the activities of the largest 
provincial Veterinary Department in India is a 
well-compiled publication of exceptional —in- 
terest, as it is a valuable record of progress in 
breeding operations, the cure and prevention of 


“High Commissioner for. ‘India, Aldwych, 
W.C.2. 5d. 
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diseases ulmongst livestock, veterinary education 
and veterinary research. There are five pages 
of photographs. 

The superior staff consists of a Director of 
Veterinary Services with three Superintendents, 
one Assistant Superintendent and eleven 
Deputy Superintendents for district work; one 
Superintendent, two Assistant Superintendents 
and two Deputy Superintendents employed at 
the Government Cattle Farm; a Principal, 
seven Professors and five <Assistants at the 
College, and a Veterinary Investigation Officer. 
The subordinate staff employed during the year 
numbered 882. 

Breeding Operations.—The Hissar Cattle 
Farm, during the year under report, issued 616 
stud bulls, 17 donkey stallions, 2 Arab stallions, 
62 male goats, 236 rams and male lambs, 22 
female goats, ST ewes and female lambs, $8 
service bullocks, 222 cows and 108 young stock. 

The section of the report dealing with the 
farm provides an interesting account of various 
activities connected with crop cultivation, milk 
recording, breeding problems, disease and inves- 
tigation. A full aecount is given of breeding 
operations on other farms and cattle breeding 
in special tracts subsidised and supervised by 
the Government. In the districts 78 horse and 
pony stallions and S82 donkey stallions were 
employed. There were 5,033 stud bulls and 8,514 
privately-owned registered bulls at work under 
the supervision of the department. Attention 
was paid to buffalo breeding, camel breeding, 
and sheep and goat breeding, pedigree stock 
being supplied. 

Disease.—The public demand for veterinary 
hospitals is growing. There were 300 veterinary 
hospitals and 1,200 outlying dispensaries at 
work during the year. The number of patients 
treated at veterinary hospitals amounted to over 
one-and-a-half millions, whilst nearly half-a- 
million were treated by veterinary officers on 
tour. More than half-a-million castrations were 
performed. 

The year on the whole was healthy. In the 
‘ase of bovines, haemorrhagic septicaemia 
caused the largest mortality. The use of goat 
tissue vaccine for rinderpest has been developed 
with success. Serum inoculation and vaccination 
against haemorrhagic septicaemia was widely 
practised. The incidence of surra was smaller 
than usual, but 3,673 cases were treated at 44 
centres with good results, 3.598 cases being 
discharged as cured. 

Veterinary College—There were 117 appli- 
cants for admission and 56 were admitted, the 
majority of whom possessed academic qualifica- 
tions of intermediate standard or over, A certain 
number of matriculates (first division) were 
permitted to enter. The results of the annual 
examinations were satisfactory. Some = impor- 
tant investigations were made in the Pathology 


Departinent. A valuable paper was published 
on septicaemia in calves, and important findings 
have been made in connection with equine 
encephalomyelitis. Doses of rinderpest tissue 
vaccine to the number of 151,000 and 12,120 cc. 
of anti-rabie vaccine were supplied. It is stated 
that more staff and equipment are required for 
research work. Some interesting results of 
research in connection with rabies immunisation 
are foreshadowed, 

The Punjab Veterinary Journal continued to 
receive the support of the district staff. 

General.—The Minister of Agriculture is 
pleased to record his appreciation of the excel- 
lent work of the officers of the departinent and, 
on the eve of his retirement, refers to the steady 
advance that has been made during the last ten 
years both in better breeding of livestock and 
in combating disease. He expresses gratification 
that the separation of the Veterinary Depart- 
ment (from the Agricultural Department) has 
been justified. 

G. K. W. 


* * * * * 


Central Provinces and 


Berar 


REPORT OF THE CIVIL VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT, 1935-36* 
[J. S. GAREWAL] 


The superior staff consisted of a Director of 
Veterinary Services, one Deputy Director, three 
Assistant Directors and one Veterinary Investi- 
gation Officer, with a subordinate establishment 
of eleven Veterinary Inspectors and 136 Veter- 
inary Assistant Surgeons. The Government 
review refers to Major Stirling’s sudden death 
and reiterates the tribute paid to him in the 
resolution of the previous year. 

The year was again a healthy one for the 
eattle of the province. The steady decline in 
the incidence of rinderpest is attributed to the 
success of goat virus preventive inoculation. 
The method was tested* by carrying out an 
intensive programme of inoculation with a view 
to the formation of an immunised belt on a 
much-frequented cattle traders’ route.  Piro- 
plasmosis in cattle is reported to have greatly 
decreased owing to the extensive use of trypan 
blue as a specific. 

The Central Laboratory continued to serve 
its purpose for diagnostic work and the issue of 
biological products. It is stated that a new 
laboratory with a larger staff is required. 

The number of cases treated on tour and 
castrations performed showed a commendable 
increase. 

*Government Printing, 
Nagpur. Rs. 1-8-0, 


Provinces, 


Central 
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The number of veterinary dispensaries was 
104. The Director considers that more are 
necessary and that in some places better 
accommodation is required. 


G. Kk. W. 


REVIEW 


| The Extra Pharmacopoeia. Marrinpace. Vol. 1. 
21st edition. 1,072 pages, index. The Pharma- 
ceutical Press, Price 27s, 6d. ] 

The new edition of * Martindale,” Vol. I, has 
somewhat fewer pages of text than its prede- 
cessor (1,072, compared with 1,104). The same 
general plan is adopted as formerly, but there 
is ample evidence of careful revision and much 
of the material has been re-written. It refers 
essentially to human medicine. 

The introductory pages deal with such items 
as weights and measures, and are followed by 
the bulk of the work, over 900) pages, on 
Materia Medica. The characters, actions and 
uses of the “ official’ and “ non-official ” drugs 
are described, and there are also included full 
details regarding the many agents known under 
trade terms, manufacturers’ names being quoted 
in such instances. The general text is amplified 
by the addition of abstracts of recently- 
published articles showing the results obtained 
in practice. 

The use of sera and vaccines, ete., receives 
special attention in a separate section covering 
60 pages, while a portion applicable to both 
human and veterinary medicine is that which 
summarises the legislation concerning dangerous 
drugs. 

The two volumes of the Extra Pharmacopoeia 
have long been recognised as standard, con- 
venient books of reference on most aspects of 
clinical work. Vol. IT (20th edition was 
reviewed in the Record in 1985, page 1,524) 
contains much useful data of veterinary signifi- 
cance; while Vol. I is interesting, it is of less 
importance from the veterinary point of view. 


Fines totalling ¢900 were imposed Enis- 
killen, Fermanagh (Northern Ireland), on Thomas 
M’Entee, a horse dealer, of Leehill, Clones, in 
respect of 15 charges arising from the importa- 
tion of horses into Northern Ireland from. the 
Irish Free State. 

M’Entee’ surrendered to £6,000 bail, and 
pleaded guilty. 


* * * * * 


At a meeting of the Executive of Leicester 
Givie Association it was decided to send a 
resolution to the City Council objecting to the 
factory principle of the abattoir scheme, and 
also the cost it incurred, as compared to the 
cost of a single-storey abattoir, 
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National Veterinary Benevolent and 
Mutual Defence Society 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT 
MANCHESTER 

The Annual General Meeting of the Nationa] 
Veterinary Benevolent and Mutual Defence 
Society was held at the Hon, Secretary’s office, 
Sunlight House, Quay Street, Manchester, on 
Monday, March 22nd, 1937, at 3 p.m. 

The President, Mr. Wm. Woods, occupied the 
chair, and apologies for unavoidable absence 
were read from Messrs. J. H. Wright, JJ. 
Clarkson, W. Jackson Young and A. H. Watson. 

The minutes of the previous Annual General 
Meeting, having been published in the Veterinary 
Record, were taken as read. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

The following officers were elected for 
1937-38 

President.—W. Woods, Esq., F.R.C.v.s., Wigan. 

Vice-President.—J. Clarkson, Esq., M.R.C.Vv.S.. 
Garforth. 

Council.—A. J. Wright, Macelestield; Sir 
T. G, Hobday, London; J, Holroyd, Black- 
burn; EK, H. Curbishley, Alderley Edge; J. H. 
Wright, Manchester; Imrie, Glasgow: 
F. L. Gooch, Stamford; J. Spruell, Manchester ; 
W. Shipley, Great Yarmouth; <A. Cornish 
Bowden, Beckenham; W. K. Townson, Peter- 
borough; R, Barons Nelder, Exeter; ©. VY. 
Gunning, Tutbury; G. H. Locke, Manchester ; 
G. Mayall, Bolton; W. D. Rees, Glamorgan: 
H. W. Dawes, West Bromwich, and H. Sumner, 
Liverpool. 

Hon. Treasurer.—¥. Hopkin, Esy., ope. 
M.R.C.V.S, 

Hon, Secretary.—R. C, Locke, Esq., M.R.C.v.S., 
D.V.S.M. (VICT.), 

Auditors.— J. Adamson, Esq.,  M.R.C.V.S. 
(Honorary), and Messrs. Litton, Pownall, 
Blakey and Higson. 

Obituary.—The PRESIDENT referred to the loss 
sustained by the Society during the past year 
through the deaths of Messrs. A. W. N. Pillers 
and H. Sumner, Senior. Both these gentlemen 
had served the Society for a_ considerable 
number of years on the Council and their loss 
was felt severely, 

Hlon. TREASURER’S REPORT 

The Hon. TREASURER, Mr, FEF. Hopkin, com- 
pared the various items of income and expendi- 
ture with those of the previous year. He drew 
attention to the fact that the income from 
investments had decreased by over £30 due to 
conversions and re-investments at the lower 
rates of interest obtainable at the present time. 
Three of the investments, being new, had not 
yielded a full year’s interest, however. There 
had been another increase in the amount of 
donations received, due largely to the appeal 


— 
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suggested by Mr. Warwick Fowle, M.R.c.v.s., of 
Birkenhead. The thanks of the Society were 
due to Mr, Fowle for his efforts. 

The amount expended in grants was very 
slightly less, due to the death of one of the 
beneficiaries during the year. The Society was 
expending in grants more than it was receiving 
in interest from investments plus the amount 
of income tax reclaimed. 

The report and financial statement were 
adopted and approved, 


OTHER BUSINESS 


A discussion then took place on the amount 
of subscriptions in arrear at the end of the 
year. It was resolved that nine members be 
removed from the list, and that a number of 
others be written to regarding their loss of 
benefit by virtue of their being in arrear, and 
asking for payment by a certain date. Failing 
this, their names would also be removed from 
the list of members of the Society. 

The PREsIDENT referred to the work done 
throughout the year by the Hon. Secretary, 
Mr, R, C. Locke, and alluded to the great 
saving to the Society which accrued through 
the use of Mr. Locke's office for the meetings 
of the Society. Mr. MayaLi_ proposed that a 
very hearty vote of thanks be accorded to Mr. 
Locke, not only for the provision of the room 
but also for his attendance to the business of 
the Society and his kindness to all the members 
generally. The proposal was received with 
acclamation. 

Mr, CurBISHLEY brought up the question of 
the desirability of the Society having in its 
power the nomination of a child or children to 
some educational establishment. He pointed 
out how valuable such nominations were, 
particularly in the case of a young widow who 
Was unable to find regular work for herself 
solely because she was not able to leave her 
child. A general discussion followed and_ it 
was left to the Hon, Secretary to make enquiries 
us to the possibility of this suggestion becoming 
operative, 

It was resolved that a hearty vote of thanks 
be accorded to the retiring officers of 
previous year. 

There being no other business, the meeting 
was declared closed, 

R. ©, Locke, Hon. Secretary. 
* ok 

The appended lists show the Defence Cases 
and the Beneficiaries dealt with during 1936-37. 
DEFENCE CASES 

(1) Threatened action by client against 
member—dog alleged to have contracted 
disteniper whilst in kennels.  Seciety gave 
advice and support. Action dropped by client, 
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(2) Counterclaim against member, when 
pressing for payment of fees, alleging negligence 
in treatment of dog. Society supported member, 
Case fought in court, and judgment given in 
favour of Society's member. 

(3) Threatened action against member—dog 
alleged to have contracted disease whilst in 
Kennels. Society gave advice and support to 
member, Claim not proceeded with. 

(4) Threatened action for slander. 
given to member. Case dropped, 

(5) Threatened action against member—dog 
wlleged to have contracted distemper whilst in 
kennels. Society gave advice and = support. 
Action dropped by client, 

(6) Threatened action by client against 
ineinber for the death of a dog whilst in 
kennels, Society gave advice and support, Claim 
not proceeded with by client. 

(7) Counterclaim against member, when 
pressing for payment of fees, alleging negligence 
in treatment of dog. Society gave support and 
advice, Claimant paid member's fees into court 
and withdrew the counterclaim. 

(8) Dispute by member with employers. 
Member placed his grievance before the Society 
who took up the case on his behalf, 

(9) Disputed certificate of soundness given 
by member. Society gave advice and arranged 
an independent examination of the horse 
concerned by an expert. © Member’s opinion 
vindicated. No action taken by owner. 


Advice 


BENEVOLENT CASES. 
Relation to Grant 


Name. Age M.R.C.V.S.per Month. 

l M. Jj. 86 Widow 20 0 
3. T. E. H. — 4 Children 4 0 0 
4. M. D. 63 Widow 3 
54 2 0 0 
6. M.A. 41 210 
7. M. B. 71 Daughter © 
8 K.E. 73 Widow 2 0 0 
10. E. M. 72 @ @ 
1. A. P. 65 2 0 0 
7i MRCVS. 1°90 0 
13. L. M. R. Widow 4 0 0 
EB. <. 2 ~=sCSSister 2 0 O 
W. C. 82 M.R.C.V.S. 2 0 0 


Traders will be glad to learn that the opposi- 
tion of Mr. Herbert Williams and others brought 
forth a promise from the Government that they 
would reconsider before the Report stage of 
the Livestock Industry Bill the provision § that 
any person authorised by the Commission 
should) have the right to enter a Central 
Slaughterhouse and exercise the powers 
possessed by a Medical Officer; let us hope that 
in reconsidering they will see the danger of 
inspection by other than fully qualified men. 
Meat Trades Journal. 
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N.V.M.A. DIVISIONAL REPORT 


V.M.A. of Ireland’ 


MEETING IN DUBLIN 


The November General Meeting of — the 
Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland was 
held at the Gresham Hotel, Upper O'Connell 
Street, Dublin, on Friday, November 27th, 1936. 

The following members were present: Mr, H. 
O'Leary (President), Professor W. Kearney, 
Messrs. W. Little, F. Dolan, M. Griffin, 
M. J. MacClancy, J. S. MacCann, P. A. MceCorry, 
J. F. Timoney, Sean O'Donovan, J. J. Condon, 
J. D. Whitty, A. A. Donnelly, P. Harnett, D. 
Reeves, M. J. Byrne, P. M. MeManus, K. 
O'Sullivan, Miss B. D. Taylor, Messrs. L. M. 
Magee, R. J. Nolan, W. E. McDonald, J. E. 
Kenny, J. P?. Nowlan, J, A. Flynn, P. J. Nolan, 
KF. O'Leary, T. A. Mernagh, J. J. O’Connor, 
J. J. Lyons, Professor A. F. O'Dea and Mr. 
J. M. Murphy (Hon, Secretary). 

Apologies for non-attendance were received 
from Messrs, F, A, Heney and P. Cushnahan, 

The minutes of the previous General Meeting 
were read, confirmed and signed, 

Paper.—The President, Mr. H. O'Leary, then 
read a paper entitled “ The Examination of 
Horses for Soundness.” The President's con- 
tribution was heard with great interest by all 
present. The discussion was opened by Pro- 
fessor O'Connor, and the following members 
also participated : Messrs. A. A. Donnelly, L. M. 
Magee, I. MeCorry, P. F. Dolan, J. MacCann, 
M. J, MacClancy, J. D. Whitty. J. J. Condon 
and W. KE. MacDonald. The President was then 
called upon to reply, and he dealt very ably 
with the points raised by the different speakers, 
| Mr. O'Leary's paper and a report of the discus- 
sion and of the essayist’s reply, are reproduced 
at the commencement of this issue of the 
Record.—Editor. | 

Grievances of Part-time Veterinary Officeys.— 
The report of the deputation to the Minister for 
Agriculture and the reply from the Secretary 
of the Department of Agriculture, in connection 
with the grievances of part-time veterinary 
officers, were read. It was decided to refer the 
matter back to Council, with executive powers. 

Benevolence.—A report of the committee in 
charge of the greyhound meeting to aid the 
Veterinary Benevolent) Fund was read and 
approved. 

Council.—A report of the Council Meeting of 
November 13th, 1936, also was read and 
approved. 

J. M. Murpny, Hon, Secretary. 


*Received for publication March Ist, 1937. 
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MILK AS KEY TO NUTRITION 


In a Report* published on Friday of last week. 
and which we shall be reviewing in an early 
issue, the Advisory Committee on Nutrition state 
that they believe this to be “ the first occasion 
in history that a comprehensive survey, statistical 
and ans nga mgs of the diet of a whole nation 
has been set on foot by any Government.” In 
this first report, they explain, they are giving 
the results of a preliminary survey of the whole 
field, sketching in outline the nature of the 
— and the general picture they have 
ormed of the present position, though they are 
far from having completed their investigations, 
and in several directions have initiated large- 
scale inquiries which are only just beginning. 

The committee was appointed in May, 1935, 
by the Minister of Health and the Secretary of 
State for Scotland:-— 


“ To inquire into the facts, quantitative and 
qualitative, in relation to the diet of the 
people, and to report as to any changes 
therein which appear desirable in the light 
of modern advances in the knowledge of 
nutrition.” 

It has appointed three standing sub-committees 
--statistical, economic and social, and physio- 
logical-—-which have themselves appointed 
further sub-committees for special purposes, and 
the main committee and the sub-committees 
have held some 40 meetings. Lord Luke is 
Chairman of the committee. 


“We the consumption of a sufficient 

uantity of milk as the key to proper nutrition,” 
the committee state in a summary of their 
conclusions. Their memorandum on “ The 
Nutritive Value of Milk,” published in March,,. 
1936, is reproduced as an ——— to the present 
report, in the text of which there is also a 
complete section on milk and milk products. 
The committee repeat in the report the opinion 
expressed in the earlier memorandum that the 
desirable amount of milk for children is from 
one to two pints a day, for expectant or nursing 
mothers about two pints a day, and for other 
adult members of the community half a pint a 
day. If these quantities were consumed, the 
report adds, the present consumption of liquid 
milk would be at least doubled. 


“From the health standpoint,” the report 
proceeds, “there is no other single measure 
which would do more to improve the health, 
development, and resistance to disease of the 
rising generation than a largely increased con- 
sumption of safe milk, especially by mothers, 
children, and adolescents, and we_ hope that, 
in dealing with the problem of milk now an 
in the future, the primary objective of the State 
will be to ensure that a supply of safe milk, 
to the amount we have recommended, 
brought within the purchasing power of the 
poorest. We deplore the fact that there is a 
deficiency of milk in the diet of large sections 
of the population.” 


Tynemouth Corporation Markets Committee has 
made the following additional condition to all 
slaughterhouse licences: “ No cattle or animals 
shall be kept alive in the slaughterhouse for 
more than one night.” 


‘Obtainable from H.M. Stationery Office or 
through any bookseller, price 1s. net, 


| 
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VITAMIN 
THERAPY, 


BRAND OF 
VITAMIN H 


‘Murnil’ is an organic extract with a standardised Vitamin H 
content. It is issued in the form of a sand-coloured powder for 
administration per os. 


INDICATIONS: Non- parasitic and non-infectious skin diseases 
of dogs and cats such as—alopecia, eczema of all kinds, intertrigo, 
paronychia, pruritus. 


BAYER PRODUCTS LTD.  packaces: Boxes containing 100 grams (3} 0z.) and | Ib. 


AFRICA HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2 Literature and sample will be gladly forwarded on request. 


In the | Treatment of Wounds 


(Domestic Animals) 


‘For the treatment of wounds and as a post-operative dressing, 
Elastoplast may be used on any of the domestic animals with 
beneficial results. It is ideal as a tail dressing after amputation, 
in puppies or adult dogs. Any tail injury requiring bandaging 
will be improved greatly by the use of Elastoplast. Following 
the radical surgical treatment for Interdigital Cysts, or Digital 
Amputations, Elastoplast will be invaluable.”—Extract from 


“Elastoplast Products in Veterinary Practice.” 
A copy of this booklet will be sent free on 


application to T. J. Smith & Nephew Ltd, 
(Dept. V.R.4), Neptune Street, Hull. 


Elastoplast 


ELASTIC ADHESIVE BANDAGES 
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THIS is re resurt oF inferior 
COD LIVER OIL... 


Leg weakness in 
chicks caused by 
deficiency of tvita- 
min D in diet— 
easily prevented by 
a regular 2 per 
cent. ration of 
Sol-vit-ax. As the 
young chick de- 
pends for its vita- 
min supply on the 
contents of the ezg, 
the parent bird 
should receive 
" Sol-vit-ax. 


THIS Is ro prevent 


) What is needed How to get it 


@ You must have an assured vitamin con- @ Buy a guaranteed oil that has been 

tent to be sure of good results. _ carefully prepared and biologically tested. 
t.e., SOL-VIT-AX. 

@ You must have neither rancidity nor @ Insist on having Sol-vit-ax. See that 

acidity. _-you get it in prepared mashes, too. 


@ Look for the Sol-vit-ax guarantee on 
every tin and every drum. 


@ Don’t imagine that a Certificate of 


@ You must know that the Cod Liver Oil 
you use is not adulterated with inferior oils. 


@ You Must have a definite guarantee of Analysis is a guarantee. It does not 
the vitamin strength and purity of the oil necessarily guarantee the contents of the 
actually delivered. tin you buy. The Sol-vit-ax guarantee does. 


We hate our own Biolosical Laboratory under the supervision of Dr. Booth, B.Sc. (Agric.), Ph.D. 


ASK FOR SOL-VIT-AX AND INSIST ON 
IT IN ALL YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS, TOO 


e@ Ik YOUR USUAL DEALER CANNOT SUPPLY, WRITE TO US FOR LIST OF AGENTS :— 


SOLVIT-AX BRITISH COD LIVER OIL PRODUCERS (HULL) LIMITED 
quphitjeas Telegrams: “Vitamins, Hull.” St. Andrew’s Dock, Hull, England. Telephone: Hull 37759 


VETERINARY COD LIVER OIL 
MEDICINAL QUALITY 


‘SOL-VIT-AX... | 


Whieh complies with all the chemical tests ef the British Pharmasopaia, but has not been deprived ef its natural fat. 


| 
4 
‘ 
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N.V.M.A. Congress, Bournemouth, July 26th to 
July 30th, 1937 


PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME 


The following is the Provisional Programme of the Association’s Congress to be held at 
Bournemouth from July 26th to July 30th, 1937* :— 
SUNDAY, JULY 257TH. 
Evening.—At Home” by the five lecal Divisions, N.V.M.A. 
MONDAY, JULY 26TH. 
10 a.m.—Civic Welcome by the Mayor of Bournemouth. (Grand Hall, Town Hall.) 
10.30 a.m.—Opening of Exhibition of Surgical Instruments, Drugs, ete., by the President. 
(Lesser Hall, Town Hall.) 
11 a.m.—Paper: “ Diseases of Poultry.”’ (Grand Hall, Town Hall.) 
Evening.—Civie Reception and Dance. (The Pavilion.) 
TUESDAY, JULY 27TH. 
10 a.m.—Paper: “ Veterinary Inspection in Bacon Factories.”” (Grand Hall. Town Hall.) 
11 a.m.—Paper: ‘“‘ The Control of Tuberculosis by means of the Tuberculin Test. (Grand 
Hall, Town Hall.) 
2.30 p.m.—Operations and Demonstrations. (Corporation Stables.) 
8.30 p.m.—President’s Reception, (Royal Bath Hotel.) 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 28TH. 
10 a.m.—Paper: ‘“‘ The Application of Vaccine Therapy.” (Grand Hall, Town Hall.) 
11.30 a.m.—Paper: ‘“ Stuttgart Disease and Nephritis.”” (Grand Hall, Town Hall.) 
2.30 p.m.—Council Meeting. (Grand Hall, Town Hall.) 
3.30 p.m.—Annual General Meeting. (Grand Hall, Town Hall.) 
/ for 7.30 p.m.—Annual Banquet. (Royal Bath Hotel.) 
THURSDAY, JULY 29TH. 
Excursion. 
Ladies’ Veterinary Benevolent Guild Dance (place and time to be announced later.) 
FRIDAY, JULY 30TH. 
10 a.m.—Paper: “‘ The Clinical Aspects and Treatment of ‘ Hoose’ (Parasitic) and Allied 
Conditions in Cattle.’”’ (Grand Hall, Town Hall.) 
11.45 a.m.—Closing Meeting. (Grand Hall, Town Hall.) 


SUBJECTS FOR PAPERS 
VETERINARY MEDICINE AND SURGERY SECTION 


(President : J. F. D. Tutt, Esq., ¥.R.C.V.S.) 
(Vice-President : Major ¥. Stewart Wood, M.R.C.V.S.) 


(Recording Secretary : G. N. Gould, Fun., Esq., M.R.C.N.S.) 
|.—** Stuttgart Disease and Nephritis.” 2.—‘* The Clinical Aspects and Treatment of ‘ Hoose 
By Nevill S. King, Esq., M.R.c.v.s., Leatherhead. (Parasitic) and Allied Conditions in Cattle.” 
Opener: Professor G. H. Wooldridge, F.R.C.v:s., By R. H. Smythe, Esq., M,r.c.v.s., Camborne. 
M.R.1.A., London. Opener: Capt. O. V. Gunning, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.M., 


Tutbury. 
EXPERIMENTAL PATHOLOGY SECTION 


(President : C. V. Watkins, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M.) 
(Vice-President : Major A. A. Pryer, D.S.0., M.R.C.V.S.) 
(Recording Secretary : N.S. Barron, Esq., B.SC., M.R.C.V.S.) 
!.—" Diseases of Poultry.” 2,— The Application of Vaccine Therapy.” 
By W. P. Blount, Esq., F.R.c.v.s., Lewes. By Dr. W. S. Gordon, m.r.c.v.s., Edinburgh, 
Opener: Major T. Dalling, M.R.c.v.s., Beckenham, Opener: Capt. S. J. Motton, F.R.c.v.s., Penzance. 


PUBLIC HEALTH SECTION 


(President : S. B. Vine, Esq., M.R.C.V.S.) 
(Vice-President : Eoghan Clark, Esq., M.R.C.V.8., D.V.S.M.) 
(Recording Secretary : G. Warnock Begg, Esq., M.R.C.V.S.) 


1. —“ Veterinary Inspection in Bacon Factories.” 2,—“'The Control of Tuberculosis by means of the 
By D. J. Anthony, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., (VICT.), Tuberculin Test.” 
Brierley Hill. By Major A. Douglas, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. (VICT.), 
Opener : C. H. Ducksbury, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., Ayr. 
Opener: S. V. Golledge, Esq.,M.R.C.V.S., Trowbridge. 


Calne. 


© N.B.—Additional social features will be notified later. 
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N.V.M.A. CONGRESS AT BOURNEMOUTH 


Accommodation 


THE ROYAL BATH HOTEL has been fixed as the venue for the Annual Banquet and the President’s Reception. A very 
limited number of rooms at prices from 21/— to 27/6 per day are being reserved for Members and EARLY booking is essential , 
Below are given details of other recommended Hotels with the Special Terms offered to Members. 


Name and Situation. 


Terms to Delegates. 


No. of 
Bedrooms 


_ (as indica- 
' tion of size 


Remarks—Key to Letters. 
A.—H. & C. in bedrooms. 
B.—Electric fires in bedrooms. 
C.—Bedrooms with private bathrooms. 
D.— Lift. H.—Tennis Courts. 


Full of Hotel). E.— Garage. I.—Private Grounds. 
Session. Per Day. F.—Billiards. J.—Night Porter. 
G.—Beach Bungalow. K.—Private Suites. 
*RoyaL BaTH 21/—to 27/6 | 
BERKELEY Hat, Cliff Cottage 34 to 4 gns. 37 §. 
Road per week 
*BouRNEMOUTH Hypro, Durley 12/6 57 A. Sk. 
Gardens 
Brownswoop Hatt, South- 15/- 48 A. B. D. E. F. G. I. J 
cliff Road 
*BURLINGTON, Owl’s Road, Bos- 17/—to 21/- 150 A. 
combe 
*CENTRAL, The Square 17/6 | 40 A. &. &. G. }. 
Court Roya., Southcliff Road 17/— to 18/6 32 AS 
DarkeitH, Old Christchurch 15/- 40 A. G. J. K. 
Road 
Empassy, East Overcliff Drive 5 gns. per 30 A. B.C. D. E. G. I. K. 
week 
*RoyaL Exerer, Exeter Road 22/6 55 A F. G. 5. J. 
*GRAND, Fir Vale Road 19/- 200 A. B. C. D. E. F. G. I. J. K. 
GRESHAM CourT, Grove Road 12/- 40 
HawtTuHorns, West Cliff Road 13/6 70 A. B. D. E. F. H. I. J. 
*HIGHCLIFFE, West Cliff 16/— to 18/-— 100 
LancHaM, East Cliff 12/6 43 A. 
MARSHAM Court, Russell Cotes 18/- to 21/- 110 1.3 
Road 
MEeELForp HALL, St. Peter’s Road 15/- 45 A CG. I 
*METROPOLE, The Lansdowne 18/6 90 
Meyrick Beacon Road 15/- 45 A. G. H. 
*Norro._K, Richmond Hill 18,— to 25/- 70 A. B. C. D. E. F. G. I. J. K 
OsBorneE, Exeter Road 15/6 33 A. E. F. I. 
PavILION, Bath Road 12/6 30 A. BB. |. 
Pine Courr, Gervis Road 12/6 25 A. B. EB. G. H. I 
Priory, Exeter Road 15/6 28 A. B. E. I. 
REGENT South Cliff 50/— 13/6 50 At F. K 
RocupDA.e, West Cliff 15/- 30 
Rosstrevor, Priory Road 12/6 16 
Court, Bath Road 12/6 40 
SouTHcuirFe, West Cliff 16/6 to 21/- 40) 
Totrarp Royat, West Hill £3 to £4 100 G. 
Road 
TOWERCLIFFE, South Cliff 13/6 28 F. G.I. 
TRALEE, St. Michael’s Road 12/6 to 14/6 50 F. G. 
Exeter Road 12/6 38 KK. 
WHITEHALL, Central Gardens 13 6 to 16,6 60 A. B. D. I. 
Savoy, West Hill Road 15/—to 18 /- 100 E.G. 
Meyrick Court, East Cliff 13,6 30 &.. 
Hatt, West Cliff 15/- 84 
21 -to 30/- — 


BRANKSOME ‘Towers, Brank- 


some Park 


* Licensed Hotels. 


The Majestic Garage, Westover Road, Bournemouth is centrally situated for the Pavilion, Town Hall, etc. Members desiring 
garage accommodation should apply to the Manager for special terms. 


AS THE CONGRESS IS BEING HELD AT A VERY BUSY SEASON, MEMBERS MUST REALISE THAT ACCOMMODATION SHOULD BE RESERVED 


WITHOUT DELAY 


April 10th, 1937. 


Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 
April 16th.—Meeting of the Mid-West Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Bath, 2.15 p.m. 
April 20th.—Meeting of the Derbyshire Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Sutton Bonington, 
2.30 p.m, 


April 26th.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 36, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1, 4.30 p.m. 

April 29th.—Meeting of the Dumfries and 


Galloway Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Carlisle, 12.15 p.m, 
April 30th—Meeting of the Royal Counties 


Division, N.V.M.A., at Aylesbury. 


May 6th.—Nominations for Election to 
R.C.V.S. Council due. 

May 12th.—Coronation Day. 

May 13th.—Entries for D.V.S.M. Examination 
due. 

May 19th.—R.C.V.S. Voting Papers issued. 

May 27th.—R.C.V.S. Voting Papers to be 
returned. 

June 3rd.—R.C.V.S. Annual Meeting. 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund Annual Meeting. 

June 10th—D.V.S.M. Written Examination 
begins. 

June 14th—D.V.S.M. Oral and _ Practical 
Examination begins. 

June 238rd.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

June 24th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

June 25th.—R.C.V.S. Committee and Council 
Meetings. 

July 5th.—R.C.V.S. Written Examinations. 

July 6th.—R.C.V.S. Written Examinations. 

July S8th.—R.C.V.S. Oral Examination begins. 

July 26th-30th.—N.V.M.A. Congress at Bourne- 
mouth. 


THE PRESIDENT “ AT HOME” 
Informal Opening of New N.V.M.A. Offices 


On the evening of Tuesday last—the day of 
the April meeting of Council, N.V.M.A.—many 
members of Council and other friends and well- 
wishers of the Association, participated as the 
guests of the President, Captain Robert Simpson, 
of Carlisle, in a very happy, informal little 
ceremony, whereby was marked the entrance 
into occupation by the N.V.M.A. of 36, Gordon 
Square, the newly-acquired offices. 

Having admired the spacious, tastefully 
decorated and admirably equipped = and 
furnished rooms, the company foregathered in 
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the Council Chamber, where the hospitality of 
the President was enjoyed. 

Opportunity was taken by one of the stal- 
warts of the “ National” since its earliest days 
of reorganisation, Mr, J. W. MelIntosh, not 
only to thank the President for the typical 


generosity of his mode of opening the new 
offices, but to voice, on behalf of all the 


members of the Association, their congratula- 
tions upon the fact that an event of such 
outstanding importance in the history of the 
N.V.M.A,. as the acquisition of such splendid 
premises, and in the achievement of which 
aim Captain Simpson has played so prominent 
aw part, should signalise his year of leadership 
of the Association. To those of them who, as 
he could, were able to remember the early 
struggles of the Association in cramped quarters 
in Buckingham Palace Road, said Mr, MeIntosh, 
it Was indeed very pleasant to see that great 
advance in the offices of the “ National” in that 
comparatively short period. He was sure he 
spoke for all the members when he expressed 
the hope that great progress would be made at 
36, Gordon Square, and that the Association 
would go from strength to strength. The 
President had thrown himself heart and soul 
not only into that great project but into all 
the work of the * National” and they wished 
him every happiness in his very memorable 
year of office. 

The PRESIDENT, in acknowledgement, said 
that that was in no sense a formal opening, 
but he just wanted to say how very much he 
appreciated the opportunity of meeting a few 
members and friends of the “ National ” on that 
oceasion, He was certain that with the 
acquisition of those premises they were really 
entering on a new era so far as the Association 
was concerned. They looked back with a great 
deal of pride and gratitude to the work of 
those members of the Association who, in earlier 
days, spared no endeavour to achieve success. 
It was solely due to their pioneer efforts that 
they were there that day, and they certainly 
remembered them at this time. He sincerely 
hoped that their occupancy of those fine offices 
would see an accession of strength and 
influence to the Association and there would be 
prosperous times ahead for the “ National.” 

It should be recorded that the first committee 
to meet at 36, Gordon Square was the Editorial 
Committee, which sat on the morning of 
Monday, April 5th. Most appropriate was it 
that the honour of presiding on so notable 
an occasion should fall to Dr. W. R. Wooldridge 
a member of the Premises Sub-Committee 
(of the Council) for whose assiduous endeavours 
no praise can be too high, but whose labours 
have at once their monument in the new offices 
and their reward in the unstinted admiration 
accorded the Association’s House by all who 
visit it. 


‘ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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PERSONAL 


Dr, MONTGOMERIE’S APPOINTMENT 


Mr. R. F. Montgomerie, B.Sc., Pu.D., F.R.C.V.S., 
Velerinary Investigation Officer attached to the 
University College of North Wales, Bangor, has 
accepted the post at the Wellcome Physiological 
Laboratories, Beckenham, rendered vacant by the 
appointment of Professor Thomas _ Dalling, 
M.R.C.V.S., to the Chair of Animal Pathology, 
University of Cambridge. 

His many friends in the profession will wish 
lo join in congratulating Dr. R. F. Montgomerie 
on his appointment to take charge of the veter- 
inary activities at the Wellcome Laboratories in 
Kent. 

A native of Bute, Dr. Montgomerie was 
intended for a career in agriculture but, after 
serving in the Great War, altered his intention 
and entered the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh. Here, after a brilliant career during 
which he gained the Walley Memorial Prize 
and the FitzWygram Prize, he qualified in July, 
1923, and, having concurrently attended the 
course in Edinburgh University, graduated B.Sc. 
(Veterinary Science). After period of post- 
graduate study as the holder of the James Tindall 
Memorial Fellowship he was appointed Veter- 
inary Investigation Officer (then Veterinary 
Adviser) to the University College of North Wales 
in April, 1924. He took his Fellowship of the 
Royal College in 1925 and obtained the Ph.D. 
degree of the University of Wales in 1927. 

During the 13 years Dr. Montgomerie has 
served the College in North Wales he has built 
up a repulation which has extended far beyond 
the Principality, for his research on the treat- 
ment of liver rot in sheep has brought carbon 
tetrachloride into use in many parts of the world. 
His work on other sheep diseases and, more 
recently, on certain aspects of the cattle tuber- 
culosis problem have been material contributions 
to the post-War growth of veterinary research 
work. 

Dr. Montgomerie has been one of the most 
regular attenders at the Congresses of the 
Association and has contributed to the proceed- 
ings both as a writer of papers and as an opener 
of discussions. Many among the profession will 
remember the very pleasant afternoon trip. to 
the University College which he arranged during 
the Llandudno Congress of 1933. 

In following Professor Dalling at Beckenham, 
Dr. Montgomerie assumes a position of much 
importance within the profession and will enter 
upon this new sphere of activities with the 
good wishes of all, 


Appointment.—Mr. W. Nightingale, M.R.¢.v.s., 
Liverpool, has been appointed Assistant, Veter- 
inary Officer to the Oxfordshire County Council. 


Marriage... Ne_per —Baker. On March 3ist, 
1937, at St. Andrew’s Church, Cullompton, Devon, 
by Prebendary E. Reid, Reginald Barons Nelder, 
M.R.C.V.S., of “ Renleigh,” Pinhoe, Exeter, only 
son of Mrs. and the late Mr. W. B. Nelder, 
F.R.C.V.S., of Exeter, to Marjorie Lawrence Baker, 
only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. Baker, of 
Whitley Close, Cullompton, Devon, 


* * * 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 
Brown, Alexander, Fordel Parks, Dalkeith, 
Midlothian. Graduated Glasgow, April 24th, 1883. 
Died March 10th, 1937. 
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Dickiz, Robert W., 11, Ballantine Drive, Ayr. 
Graduated Edinburgh, December 20th, 1893. 
Died April 3rd, 1937; aged 68 years. 


Epmunpson, George, Middleham, Yorks. Gradu- 
ated London, March 31st, 1881. Died March 30th, 
1937; aged 84 vears, 


*Reeks, Henry Caulton, F.R.c.v.s., 24, Red Lion 
Street, Spalding, Lines. Graduated London, 
May 30th, 1894. Died April Sth, 1937; aged 
65 years, 


THE HUNTERIAN SOCIETY 


At oa recent meeting of the Council of the 
Hunterian Society, Professor Sir Frederick 
Hobday, ¢.M.G., F.R.C.Vv.S., the Principal and Dean 
of the Royal Veterinary College, was unanimously 
sclected as the “ Orator ” to deliver the Hunterian 
Oration for the Session 1937-1938. 

This is the first time that this honour has 
been allotted to a member of the’ veterinary 
profession. It is usual for this meeting to take 
place, by permission of the Lord Mayor of 
London, at the Mansion House. 


LEGAL NOTES 


Offences in Regard to Sheep—-At Kilmarnock 
Sheriff Court, David Muir, farmer, Rushaw Farin, 
Fenwick, admitted having (1) on October 14th, 
1936, moved or permitted to be moved 100 sheep 
from his farm to Glasgow and failed to keep 
a record of the particulars of their movement; 
and (2) during the second prescribed dipping 
period, between September Ist and November 
30th, 1936, failed to dip or cause to be dipped 
70 sheep. 

The Procurator-Fiseal (Mr. R. M’Kechnie) 
stated that accused was liable to a fine of £50 
on the first charge, and to a fine of £5 in respect 
of each of the 70 sheep in the second charge— 
a total of £400. 

An agent stated that accused did not realise 
the necessity of keeping records. At the time 
the Regulations came out notice was taken to 
farmers by police constables, and the probability 
was that accused had not had the matter brought 
to his notice as he did not take up this farm 
until five years ago. When the police told him 
of the offence he immediately bought a record 
book. With regard to the second offence the 
position was that this farm was a dairy farm 
particularly, and in September, 1935, accused 
purchased 170 sheep and on October 14th, 1936, 
he sold the 100 sheep referred to in the first 
charge. He expected to have the other 70 away 
from his farm before November 30th for killing, 
but owing to delay in fattening they were not in 
condition to be sent. Some of his servants left 
and through his difficulty in getting assistance 
the dipping was not done until December 14th. 

The Sheriff said that these were very serious 
offences. Great expense was being incurred in 
trying to prevent outbreaks of disease, and a 
great many epidemics were due to one or two 
careless individuals. Accused had duty 
towards his neighbour as well as towards him- 


*An appreciation of the life and work of the 
late Mr. Caulton Reeks, whose death we record 
with the greatest regret, will appear in our next 
issue. 
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self, and that was to observe these Regulations. 

On the first charge his lordship imposed a fine 
of £4 or 30 days’ imprisonment, and on _ the 
second charge a fine of £6 or 40 days’ imprison- 
ment. The fines were paid at the Bar. 


Sequel to Swine Fever Outbreak—“ We can- 
not but regard the case as serious, and we could 
fine you up to £50, but in view of your previous 
good record we shall let you off with a fine 
of 5s.,” said the Mayor at Helston Borough 
Sessions, to Harry Pascoe, of Hill Tor, Meneage 
Street, Helston, who was summoned for failing 
to record the movement of pigs. Inspector 
Warne stated that defendant reported to the 
police the presence of suspected swine fever on 
his premises. P.-s. Scott found in defendant's 
register an entry that five days before, he 
purchased pigs at Coverack and sold them to a 
farmer at St. Martin, but there was nothing to 
indicate that the pigs had been on defendant's 
premises. Defendant informed the sergeant that 
there had been no pigs on his premises for 
two years and he subsequently made a similar 
statement to witness and an inspector of the 
Ministry of Agriculture, who confirmed the out- 
break of swine fever. The St. Martin farmer 
who had purchased the pigs reported a_sus- 
pected case of swine fever on his farm, which 
was confirmed, and the police then ascertained 
that the pigs had come from defendant's 
ad defendant at first disclosed that 
1e had sent pigs to St. Martin, it might have 
been possible to prevent the spread of the disease 
there by rigidly enforcing the regulations. 


Defendant pleaded “ Guilty,” and_ apologised 
for having made a mistake in his sales register. 
The pigs were removed from his premises within 
the 48 hours from their arrival allowed to pig 
dealers. Witness was not alone in having swine 
fever on his premises, and it was not of his 
own seeking. I[t had meant his going out of the 
business which his father and himself had 
carried on in the district for a great number 
of years without any complaints, and had 
resulted in serious financial losses to him. He 
submitted that the fact that he had swine fever 
on his premises was not relevant to the charge 
brought against him. Witness had strictly kept 
a record of all sales and purchases made by 
him in a register supplied by the superintendent. 

Inspector Warne said the police believed that 
defendant made a genuine mistake in failing to 
record the presence of the pigs on his premises, 
but he ought not to have misled them and the 
Ministry's inspector by stating that no pigs had 
been brought there. 


Overstocked Cow.—Following closely upon the 


Ministry of Agriculture’s recent warning against . 


the overstocking of dairy cows at markets, a 
case was heard at Preston Police Court in which 
Arthur Smith, a farm labourer, of Wesham, near 
Kirkham, was summoned for having caused 
suffering to a cow. 

Inspector Cox, R.S.P.C.A., said he saw the 
cow at Preston Market. It was very uneasy and 
suffering great pain through being overstocked 
with milk. It was perspiring freely, and the 
udder was distended. Smith told him the cow 
vas milked the previous night, but not that 
morning. 

A fine of £1 was imposed, the Chairman of 
the Bench saying that other cases would be more 
severely dealt with. 
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EXPORT OF CATTLE TO CANADA 
TUBERCULIN Test REPoRTS Now UNNECESSARY 


Under the Canadian regulations hitherto in 
force, cattle imported into Canada from Great 
Britain have been required to be accompanied, 
among other documents, by certificates issued 
by oflicial veterinary surgeons of the Ministry 
ot Agriculture as to the freedom of the animais 
from tuberculosis and Bang’s disease (contagious 
abortion), The Ministry of Agriculture has now 
been notified by the Government of — the 
Dominion of Canada of the amendment of the 
Canadian livestock importation regulations in 
this connection by an Order in Council (No. 
P.C.463) dated March 6th Jast. 

In future it will not be necessary for cattle 
to be accompanied by tuberculin and contagious 
abortion test reports. It should” be noted, 
however, that no animal will be discharged from 
Canadian quarantine until it has been tested 
therein with satisfactory results for tuberculosis: 
and Bang’s disease, except that, in the case of 
‘atthe exported through the London Quarantine 
Station (all of which are tuberculin-tested before 
entry), such cattle may be discharged from 
Canadian quarantine without further tuberculin 
test. Cattle which react to tuberculin’ and 
contagious abortion tests applied in the Canadian 
quarantine station are subject to (i) immediate 
slaughter without compensation, or (ii), return 
to the country of origin. 

Notwithstanding the effect of above- 
mentioned amendment, it will obviously be in 
the interest of exporters to satisfy themselves 
that the animals are free from the two diseases 
before export. It will, however, no longer be’ 
essential for tests for this purpose to be applied, 
under arrangements made by the Ministry. 

Certificates issued by veterinary inspectors 
of the Ministry of Agriculture as to the health 
of the animals to be exported and certificates 
issued by the Ministry as to the freedom of 
districts of origin from disease will still be 
required to accompany cattle to Canada, 


* * * * 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 
LONDON GAZETTE—WAR OFFICE--REGULAR ARMY 
April 2nd.--Maj. R. E. Bond retires on ret. 
pay (April Ist). 


* % * * 


DECREASE IN) WORLD MEAT TRADE 


According to a report by the International 
Institute of Agriculture, quoted by Reuter’s Trade 
Service from Rome, international trade in meat 
has considerably diminished during the last ten 
years. A diminution has taken pjace in both 
living animals and meat. The decrease in meat 
is partly due to smaller consumption and partly 
to larger production in a number of importing 
countries, which have thus been able to reduce 
their imports. This development was favoured 
by good fodder crops from 1929 to 1933 and 
the very low prices for concentrated feed on 
the world markel 

Bad fodder crops in 1934 and 1935 in import- 
ing countries and a certain economic recovery 
in 1935 led to an improvement in the inter- 
national meat trade. But although meat 
consumption in many countries is still very low 
and capable of great expansion, such expansion 
is not to be expected in the present: circum- 


— 
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stances of international trade, says the Institute. 
Indeed, as noted above, certain countries have 
greatly reduced imports and are keeping 
consumption within the limits of available 
quantities, and others, actuated by the desire for 
greater independence of foreign countries, have 
increased their production capacity and there is 
little indication of this capacity again being 
reached, 
* * * 


H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE PUBLICATIONS 


The undermentioned have been’ published 
Copies can be purchased through any 
bookseller, or indirectly from H.M. Stationery 
Office, at the following addresses: London: 
Adastral House, Kingsway, W.C.2, and 28, Abing- 
don Street, S.W.1; Cardiff: 1, St. Andrew's 
Crescent; Manchester: York Street; Edinburgh: 
120, George Street. 


Price Post 
Net. Free. 
a 
RvuLeEs AND ORDERS, 
1937:— 
212/S.13. Milk and Dairies 
Scotland. The Milk (Special 
Designations) Amendment 
Order (Scotland), dated 
March 18th, 1937 ... 0 1 0 14 
COMMAND PAPERS: 
{5407} Department of Health 
for Scotland, 8th Annual 
Report, 1936 ... $0 3 3 
HeALtu, MINISTRY OF 
Nutrition, Advisory Committee 
on (1935) First Report March 
5th, 1937 (32-328-1) ... 


* * a * 


At their annual general meeting East Fife 
Entire Horse Society agreed to protest against 
all the Government’s grants to aid heavy horse 
breeding going to England. 


Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s 
issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

the personal view of the writer only and must not be en as 
pa Bh the opinion or having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 


* * * * 


ELECTROCUTION OF CATS AND DOGS 


To tHe EpIrorR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—May I call the attention of your readers 
to an important research reported in Electrical 
Engineering, Volume 55, page 498, April, 1936, 
on the current necessary to produce ventricular 
fibrillation of the heart in various animals. I 
take it that when fibrillation occurs, unconscious- 
ness is produced at once owing to stoppage of 
the circulation. In the investigation referred to, 


Ferris and others found that when a 60-cycle 
alternating current is passed from right fore-leg 
to left hind-leg for. three seconds it produces 
fibrillation provided that it exceeds a_ certain 


value, 


In the case of ten cats which were 
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investigated this value varied from 10 to 39 
milliamperes, while in the case of dogs it varied 
from 54 to 220 milliamperes, 

As a rough rule, therefore, we may say that 
electrocution is humane if alternating current 
of commercial frequency, flowing from fore- 
quarters to hind-quarters, exceeds 250 milli- 
amperes in the case of a dog or 50 milliamperes 
in the case of a cat. 

The authors quoted confirm the view put 
forward in the Animal Year Book, Volume 3, 
that voltage cannot be taken as an indication 
of the strength of the shock. Indeed, it must 
be obvious to anybody who thinks carefully 
about the subject that what matters is the 
amperage. 

Should the current fail to reach the requisite 
strength death will be preceded by a period of 
intense suffering due to muscular spasm, though 
the animal will be unable to scream, 

In view of the above findings, it seems very 
desirable that every electrocution apparatus 
should be fitted with a reliable ammeter in series 
with the animal and that the readings of this 
instrument should be carefully watched. If, on 
the other hand, the ammeter is in series with the 
connection to the mains, its readings must be 
divided by a suitable factor (about ten when a 
ten-to-one transformer is used) in order to find 
the current through the animal. 

I am, 
Yours faithfully, 
C. W. Hume, 
Hon. Secretary, University of London 
Animal Welfare Society. 


42. Torrington Square, 
London, W.C.1. 


March 30th, 1937. 


ADV...TISER'S ANNOUNCEMENT 


VITAMIN DEFICIENCY 


Certain forms of sterility are now well known to be associated 
with vitamin deficiency, besides the more obvious ailments definitely 
labelled ‘‘ deficiency diseases.’’ It is not so well known, however, 
that there exists a preparation in handy tablet form, which contains 
a supply of all the known vitamins, in active form. This forms a 
ready means of correcting all diseases due to deficiency of one or 
more of the vitamins. 

The preparation is available under the name of Greenosan 
Veterinary Tablets, and its formula is as follows: Content per 
gramme—Chlorophyll, 1-0 cg.; Lecithin, 1-0 cg.; Iodine, 0-005 per 
cent.; Lactas Ferrosis, 1-66 cg.; Calcii Phosphas, 2-0 cg.; Ca, Mn, 
Mg, Cu, K in combination with natural Organic Acids; Vitamin A, 
approximately 100 internat. units; Vitamin C, approximately 80 
internat. units; and also Vitamins B,, B,, D and E. 3 tablets — 
l gramme. 

The tablets are a concentrate of fresh vegetables and fruit, and 
the manufacture is supervised by the Danish Government. In spite 
of the difficulty of standardisation, the vitamins A and C content is 
regularly controlled by the Government, and the other vitamins are 
always present in small quantities, and are also controlled but not 
standardised. 

The tablets are easily administered with the usual meals, either 
whole or crushed and mixed in. ey are anti-infective, and 
should prove of great service in distemper, all deficiency diseases, 
eye troubles, skin troubles, rickets and rheumatics, etc. Also in 
cases of eczema, caused by internal complaints, which does not 
clear up under the usual external treatment. 

Greenosan Veterinary Tablets are also particularly useful in 
speeding up convalescence, both in general and after operations. 
As far as sterility is concerned, they have been shown to have a 
marked effect, and the result of their administration to the dam 
effects a considerable improvement both in her condition and in 
that of the progeny; a result which is natural enough in view of the 
fact that the dam’s intake of vitamins during this period has to do 
the double duty of supplying her and her progeny. 

A supply of Greenosan Veterinary Tablets will be sent free of 
charge to any veterinary surgeon who wishes to make a test of their 
properties. Requests should be addressed to the sole distributors, 
C. L,. Bencard (1934), Ltd., Endersleigh Gardens, Hendon, N.W.4, 
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